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From the Minister - October 2017 
 
Friends, 
 
    Harvest isn’t just an activity – it’s a symbol.  So, for the Gospel 
writers, sowing seed becomes a symbol of the opportunities and 
pitfalls of mission; whilst Paul uses planting and watering as a  
symbol of a community where folk offer their gifts and talents, 
working alongside God in the Kingdom.  Of course, Harvest is also  
an opportunity to give thanks to our Creator God who has given us 
water to drink and food to eat and air to breathe, and an essential  
part of that are the seasons -  the four corners of the square in 
which our harvest grows. 
   If winter doesn’t bring its expected snow to seep through the  
hillsides into the lochs and reservoirs, or if the rains don’t fill the 
rivers and streams, then the surge of growth we look for in March 
and April will be limited.  If summer sees less sun than we expect 
then not only do the barley and wheat not ripen, but the seeds  
of many other plants are affected and so is next year’s harvest... 
and the dying leaves of autumn are the earth’s food for spring  
and summer. 
   It was Julian of Norwich, the 14th Century Christian mystic and 
theologian who, holding a hazelnut in her hand marveled at how  
so small a thing could sustain its life.  For her the answer was  
simple: ‘It exists, both now and forever, because God loves it.’   
It’s the story behind one of my favourite hymns in CH4,   
A small thing like a hazelnut lay open in my hand. 
The pattern of seed, growth, fruit; and then seed, growth, fruit  
again and again is a sign that even with variation from one year  
to the next, the seasons fit together into one creative purpose. 
 
     Continued on page 3 
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Stamp Appeal      
This year the Stamp Appeal will support the Giffen 
Institute of Theology (GIT) in South Sudan(PCOSS) 
which needs books. Having recently relocated to 
Kakuma, a refugee camp in Kenya, GIT is looking to stock up its 
library for students. Established in 1974 GIT plays a significant 
role in training people for ministry. However, South Sudan has 
suffered terrible violence and war in recent years, and GIT has 
lost resources, including books, during this tumultuous time. 
The Institute not only provides valuable education for students, 
but supports those who have fled from war through providing 
training on concentration, and activities encouraging 
reconciliation. 
Your used stamps are sold to make money for much needed 
resources.      Liz Thirkell 
 
FAIR TRADE      
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING …………… 
Yes, Christmas is on its way so why not start early 
and place your order.  Samples of Christmas cards 
will be available to view each Sunday in St Leonard’s 
church hall after morning worship.  Catalogues are also available 
with lots of ideas for Christmas such as Advent calendars, colourful 
Christmas wrap and gift tags, some gorgeous and meaningful 
decorations, festive tableware, gift ideas for children and the home 
and not forgetting, of course, all the delicious food and chocolate 
you might need! 
Why not pay us a visit? 
It is your support not only at Christmas but throughout the year 
which exhibits how much you care for communities around the 
world living in poverty.    Anne Aitken 
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LIFE & WORK MAGAZINE 
 
   Although Life & Work subscriptions are not due until February 
2018, our consolidated order for the total number of copies required 
must be submitted by early November 2017. 
It would therefore be appreciated if any reader who does not wish to 
continue subscribing, to contact the Magazine Convenor – Ken Morris, 
tel 476816 – as soon as possible. 
   Conversely, if anyone wishes to take out a subscription - £30 for 12 
monthly copies – please contact the above.  (NO price increase from 
this year).   No action is required by any other subscriber.  
Renewal/Payment reminders will be sent out.  Ken Morris 

 
Church Office 
 
   At this time of change in the Church, we are taking the opportunity to 
review the role of Church secretary.  A small group, comprising the 
Minister, the Session Clerk, the Treasurer and myself, has been asked to 
carry out this review and report back to the Congregational Board. 
   This could mean that, until the way forward has been agreed and 
someone appointed, office opening hours could be curtailed.  Therefore, 
I would ask for your understanding and co-operation pending the 
appointment of a new secretary.  During this period, queries can be 
addressed to me or the Minister or to other office bearers as 
appropriate. 
   I will keep you informed of further developments. 

Neil Gillespie Clerk to the Congregational Board 
 
Crossreach      
Calendars can be ordered on Sun 1 October, at coffee in the Cameron 
Sunday School room, where a calendar will be on display. 
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From the Minister continued from page 2 
   And in that sense, I think Harvest is a symbol of a wider unity –  
a sign of God’s desire for human co-operation; a co-operation 
that stretches across the world and that we see most days in  
our kitchens, where the cupboards would be all the poorer, and  
our menus less interesting, without the co-operation of almost 
every country of the world. 
   Simple thanksgiving must always be part of our harvest 
thanksgiving.  As we’re reminded every Sunday, for some of us 
every day, our very lives depend on a loving God who provides  
our daily bread.  But Harvest thanksgiving speaks of more than 
gratitude.  In a very basic way, arguably one of the most basic,  
it symbolises the unity of humanity, and of a world held within the 
purposes of God, to draw nations together in inter-dependence,  
and create the potential for peace. 
   If that symbol became a reality, and the nations lived in peace, 
what a harvest there would be.  Grace and Peace to you 
 
      
  

 
 

DIARY DATES 
       St Leonard’s 

     1 Oct Harvest Thanksgiving 
     3 Oct Kirk Session Meeting 
    10 Oct Congregational Board Meeting 

										Cameron 
8 Oct Harvest Thanksgiving – special collection 

for “Ploughs for Malawi”  
    25 Oct Kirk Session Meeting – 7.30 pm 

5 Nov Communion 
     3 



PRAYER Christian Aid    
 Harvest Prayer 2017  www.christianaid.org.uk/  

Source of all life,   
for all who have been   
sowing seeds,   
cultivating soil,   
and harvesting for many years,   
but still find themselves living in dire poverty,   
we pray.  
  
Grant wisdom and guidance  
for improved farming methods.  
Grant farmers ways to profit from their harvests,  
and the opportunity to move from stagnation out   
of poverty.  
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen     
     Submitted by Marie Robinson 

GUILD NOTICES 
St Leonard’s are now all prepared for our new session and 
looking forward to our interesting programme.  Our first evening 

is Thurs 5th October at 7pm when we welcome our new Minister Rev 
Graeme Beebee to speak to us before enjoying a Harvest Supper. We 
would love to have more members of the congregation join us even on 
an ad hoc basis. You will be assured of a warm welcome. Speak to 
Shirley Sunter or any member of the Guild or just come along on the 
night. Our next speaker on October 19th at 7.30pm is the Rev. Jim 
Campbell on " The Guid Scots Tongue" a subject not to be missed. 

Mima Clark 475650 
At Cameron, the first meeting of the new session is on Thurs 12th 
October at 2.30 pm, Cameron village hall.  Mr Stuart McAra will be 
speaking about the Leprosy Mission, Scotland.  All are very welcome 
to join us for this or any of our monthly meetings. 
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   At our September meeting we had so many crises situations to 
bring before Jesus Christ in our opening prayer! Mexico, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, Europe, The U.N.  Nevertheless, we knew that in His 
service our labours are not in vain. We realise how fortunate we are 
even as we complain about the weather. 
   More than 40 million people across South Asia have been affected 
by relentless flooding. An estimated 1,200 lives have been lost, 
while survivors' homes and livelihoods have been destroyed. 
Donate at https://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/south-asia-
floods-appeal 
   While the flow of people crossing through Greece and the Balkans 
to find sanctuary in Europe has slowed, thousands of families, 
children and vulnerable adults remain stranded for long periods of 
time in informal settlements, camps or temporary shelters. 
Donate at https://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/refugee-
crisis  
   Our next meeting will be in St Leonard’s coffee lounge at 7.30 pm 
on Tuesday 28th November when we will discuss arrangements for 
our Punch and Mince Pies after the Nativity Service on December 
10th.                                                                   George Black 
 

FLOWER ROTAS 
 

 CAMERON ST LEONARD’S 
  1 Oct Liz McNiven Heather Cormack 
  8 Oct Harvest Thanksgiving Margaret Illingworth 
15 Oct Fiona Mackie Margaret Beasley 
22  Oct Jane Dobell Fiona Roger 
29 Oct Agnes McKane Katrina Acland 
  5 Nov Wilma Steven Jackie Mackenzie 
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Can you help at Cameron? Continued from page 15 
 
   We can’t see what’s wrong from the skylight on the 
church roof and the biggest high-lift fork lift truck we can 

borrow doesn’t reach.  (This was doubtless a source of considerable 
relief to Harry Watt as he’d been volunteered to carry out the 
inspection.)  Before incurring the expense of hiring a cherry  
picker or access platform, we plan to try to inspect it using a  
drone.  And finally, a large mature beech tree growing at the  
side of the car park is dying and will have to be felled.  
   So how can you help?  
   Please contact me if you fancy a bit of painting and decorating 
(indoors and out), or you might be able to assist with tidying up  
and burning rubbish when the tree is felled or if you have a drone  
and fancy trying to determine what’s wrong with the church bell.   
(A family member has agreed to do this but not until Christmas  
and only then if weather conditions are suitable, so we’re looking  
for someone closer.)     Peter Robinson 

 
That Golf Match 
With very heavy defeats in the Solheim Cup and the 
Walker Cup, the game of golf has gone to a new low 

here in Great Britain. 
   However, the performance of St Leonard's golf team in the annual 
match against Hope Park/Martyrs/Strathkinness etc, showed a great 
deal of skill and spirit, as the match really came down to the last putt, 
and we lost three and a half to two and a half. I thank the team for 
their huge effort, and Rev Graeme for his support at the final holes of 
the match. I encourage everyone to get on the Driving Range over 
the next twelve months, so that we can change the result next time. 
Faith has its share of bunkers, and golf has its share of prayers. Keep 
swinging!!!!.     Douglas Gray 
    16 

  The Church Family     
 

Moira Cockburn  
   Moira has been Session Clerk at Cameron for the past nine years, 
but she and Graham are now moving to East Lothian.  They will be 
much missed.  There was a small presentation to Moira at morning 
worship on 17th September when the minister expressed his own 
thanks and those of the congregation for her dedicated service.  Moira 
has done a sterling job as clerk and her diligent, good-humoured and 
faithful service has been greatly appreciated.  We extend our best 
wishes to Moira and Graham as they move closer to family members, 
and hope we shall have the pleasure of seeing them again in the not 
too distant future.    
   Marion Mason has kindly agreed to take over the job of Session 
Clerk and her contact details can be found on the back page of the 
Newsletter.      Peter Robinson 
 
Christine Brown 
   Christine, our Church secretary, has decided to retire after 17 years 
in post.  During this time, her contribution to the life of St Leonard's 
and Cameron has been considerable both in administration but also as 
the interface between church and community particularly important 
during times of change.  Her last working day will be Friday 27 
October. 
   The Congregational Board are grateful to Christine for all that she 
has done, and I am sure members of the congregation will join me in 
wishing her a long and healthy retirement and many happy times with 
her husband, Stewart, and the rest of her family.      Neil Gillespie 
 
   Linda Cameron would like to thank everyone for all their prayers 
and good wishes while she was in hospital recently.  Happily, she is 
now home again, and trying to continue to take it easy! 
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St Leonard’s and Cameron Get Social 
   With the backing of the Kirk Session & 
Congregational Board, St Leonards & Cameron 
now have a Facebook Page.   If you are  

on Facebook yourselves, please like & ideally then share it with  
your friends & family.   The user name is @stleonardsandcameron 
(or search St Leonard’s & Cameron Parish Churches). 
   The aim of having a Facebook page is to promote & celebrate the 
work, fellowship and worship of St Leonard’s & Cameron churches 
and to reach out to the wider community including students.    
It also links with the new Breaking Down Walls initiative that  
Blair Smith has told us about.     
   The page is being managed by Susan & Simon Baldwin - your  
social media gurus - but we would welcome suggestions & ideas 
from everybody in the congregation.  If you have an event that 
you’d like to promote, a news story to tell, a joke to share, please 
do let us know - by posting to us on Facebook, via the Messenger 
App or simply with an email to susan@destination66.co.uk   If you 
could include some text (so we know what we are talking about!) 
and photos, this will really bring the Pages to life.   And where 
appropriate, we will also add to the Blogsite. 
   And at events etc, please do take photos - if you have a phone  
with a camera, these are more than satisfactory for social media 
photos.   If anybody doesn’t want their photo on social media, 
please just tell us.   We will not name or tag anybody unless you 
are happy for us to do so.  
   If you are producing any material to promote your events, please 
add the Facebook logo to the information & also the website 
address - it all helps share the message & is an easy way for people 
to find out additional information or to contact us. 

      Continued on page 7 
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Can you help at Cameron?        
   
   Cameron Session are seeking volunteers to 
assist with several tasks relating to maintenance 
of the church, Sunday school and grounds.  
   Following the last property inspection at Cameron in 2015, a 
number of recommendations were made.  These were 
categorised as being either urgent, essential or desirable and 
most have since been attended to by myself or my 
predecessor, David Brown.  The only urgent or essential works 
outstanding relate to repointing to the vestry and the Sunday 
School walls.    
  The third and least important category of recommendations 
were designated as being desirable.  These comprise tasks 
considered beneficial but which can be delayed meantime and 
while some have been completed, the possible 
implementation, scheduling and financing of the remainder 
have been discussed in Session.  
   Unfortunately, since the property report was presented two 
years ago, additional items of expenditure have arisen.  Some 
of you will have noticed that the Sunday School roof 
developed a leak, although you might not have realised that 
this affected the electric wiring.  The source of the leak was 
unclear but repairs have been carried out and once we are 
happy that the leak has been sorted, we shall replace 
damaged electrical fittings.  Others in the congregation will 
have realised that they are no longer welcomed to morning 
worship by the duty elder ringing the church bell.  We are 
unsure why, but it stopped working several months ago.   
     Continued on page 16 
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Calling all kids - big and small!  
St Leonard’s church has three groups that work with children: as a 
rule of thumb, the church’s crèche is for pre-school, JIGSAW 
(Jesus Is Great Super & Wonderful) is for those in primary up to the 
age of 9 and, once you break into those all-important double 
figures, our FUNd Club is for 10+. The older children help to set 
our agenda and run many of our activities. If you have children, 
grandchildren or know of children in the parish who you think might 
like to try us out - just let us know. Better still, drop in. We’d love to 
see you.     Simon Baldwin 
 
Find us on Facebook – StLeonardsChurchSundaySchool 
 
JIGSAW is underway after our Summer break and with a few 
sessions tucked under our belt we have covered Noah and how 
water is used within the bible and church. We are looking forward 
to our Bake Sale to kickstart our fundraising on the 1st October. We 
then have three weeks off for the holidays (8th,15th and 22nd Oct). 

What’s the reason for us raising money this year? Again, 
led by the children, we plan to raise money to buy Life 
Straws. Much of what we will be doing will be water-
themed over the coming months – to make all aware of 
the importance of clean, drinking water – and to help 

raise much needed funds to buy these incredible gadgets that save 
lives. You can read more at http://lifestraw.com/ 
    We would also like to make a request for Lego donations from 
any of the congregation. If you happen to have any Lego at home 
gathering dust or taking up space at the back of the cupboard the 
JIGSAW children would be grateful recipients! No matter how large 
or small. We look forward to making bible scenes and all number of 
other things.     Claire Olley 
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St Leonard’s & Cameron Get Social continued from page 6 
   Simon & Susan are delighted to lead on this for St Leonard’s 
Church as part of our contribution to Church life but we cannot do it 
in isolation & would welcome help from others in the 
Congregation.   
   If you are interested in being part of the Team, please let us 
know or come along to a Meeting after the Church Service in the 
Coffee Lounge on Sunday 8th October 2017.    
   If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to call us 
on 01334 870618 or by email. 
  

ST LEONARD’S TEA ROTA 
 

 1 Oct Margaret Tulloch, Margaret Allan, Sheila Bentley 
 8 Oct Gillian & Alastair Leiper, Elizabeth Picton 
15 Oct George & Doris Finlay, Bo Fraser 
22 Oct Jean & George McIntosh, Lucy Bradley 
29 Oct Frances & Ray Mackie, Katie Mitchell 
 5 Nov Jackie & Gordon Mackenzie, George Black 

 
   ST LEONARD’S CRÈCHE ROTA 

	

  1 Oct Marjory Watson & Katie Mitchell 
  8 Oct Evelyn Grieve & Linda Orr 
15 Oct Alison Cuthill & Elspeth Wallace 
22 Oct Olwen Robertson & Sheila Bentley 
29 Oct Vivien Wright & Rosemary Cantlay 
 5 Nov Gillian Leiper & Marjory Watson 

      
Advance notice of the Carol Service to be held by the St Andrews 
cluster churches, Presbyterial Council of the Guild:  Monday 11th 
December 2017, 2.00 pm, in Holy Trinity Church, St Andrews. 
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Treasurer’s ramblings from Hamish Tait 
  
  The next budget report will be presented to the Board on 10th 
October, so no figures to bore you with this issue.  Those of you  
who have read my recent ramblings will be aware I am concerned  
about an anticipated budget deficit.  This was discussed by the Board  
on 29th August and it was agreed that we should have a Gift Day, to 
appeal for contributions to help us resolve the problem.  Now, I expect 
many will be thinking “you’re always asking for more money” and of 
course you’re right.  But the last Gift Day was in 2010, so I don’t think 
we can be accused of overdoing it!  Incidentally, the 2010 event raised 
over £7,000.  The chosen date is Saturday 4th November, and 
although we hope it will go with a bang, we don’t want any fireworks!  
   Of course, part of the Board’s responsibility is to ensure careful and 
proper use of our financial resources.  But sometimes we may be over 
protective.  For many years, Bert and Ursula attended the village fete, 
and every summer Bert was tantalized by the old-fashioned bi-plane  
in which anybody could take a ride for £10. Ursula was disgusted by 
such an obvious waste of money. "£10 is £10," she would always say. 
And Bert would go home without his airplane ride. This summer, Bert 
said, "Ursula, there's that bi-plane again. I’m 81 years old and this year 
might be my last chance to go for a ride."  Ursula bristled, "There you 
go again. Don't you realize that £10 is £10?"  At this point the man who 
owned the bi-plane, and who had heard this conversation every single 
year, intervened. "Listen, I'll give you both a ride for free if you promise 
not to say anything during the flight. If you speak even one word, I'll 
charge you the £10." Bert and Ursula thought that sounded fair, and  
off they went. The pilot put his plane through all the display manoeuvres 
- banks and spins and loop-the-loops. Amazingly, he never heard a 
single word. When the plane landed he looked over at Bert and said, 
 "I am impressed. You never spoke once." "Well," said Bert, "I was going 
to say something when Ursula fell out of the plane, but £10 is £10."  
       8 

Hug 'n' a Mug 
 
This new initiative to help 
welcome newcomers to our town, 
and engage with our church in any 
small way, has drawn many 
people's attention to our existence 
and quite a few passers-by each 
week have stopped to chat, and 
enjoy soup.  They are encouraged 
to 'Like' our facebook page 
whether or not they like our 
soup!  So far, we have managed 
to stand out at the street, and will 
continue to do so as the weather 
allows.  It will be more of a challenge to draw people inside when 
colder or wet; any suggestions on how to build the project are 
welcome.   
We have volunteers to make and serve soup each week up to mid 
October, but more are always welcome.  For more information, 
suggestions, or offers of help, please contact Jane Smith, 07703 
864 832. 
 
Volunteers for the Flower Rota 
   I shall soon be drawing up the Rota for 2018 and shall be looking 
for volunteers to help with the Flower Rota.  We have several blank 
weeks so if you feel you would be willing to take on responsibility 
for a week, either doing the flowers yourself or getting a florist to 
do them for you, do please get in touch with me.  The flowers each 
week are very much appreciated both by the congregation and the 
recipients.   Looking forward to hearing from you.    

Heather Cormack  Flower Convenor  
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What Elma Did continued from page 11 
   Elma had dealings with the public and the staff in various ways,  
and it looks as if some took advantage of her youth 

Monday 17 February – “Old Mrs McC (illegible) the missionary's 
widow, paid 2cwts and complained about them being 'trash' and 
she ought not to pay for half “ 

     Tuesday 28 January – “By the way, R Falconer got 3 cwts coal  
     and I will write Dada and see if he really should get it as he says 
    he paid Dada some time ago”. 
 
   Spare space in the diary is filled with Elma's own romances about 
people with names like Ralph and Edith, very fashionable in 1919,  
and she illustrates them with pictures of ladies in big hats and long 
straight dresses. She didn't exactly have an enthusiastic readership. 
One elaborately decorated THE END has after it, in another more 
childish hand, 'of a very dull story'! 
 
   Once she records that when she locked the office door and ran  
over to the house, she seized the chance to have 70 swings in the 
garden! A child again. 
 
  My grandfather returned to his work in mid February, but he 
continued to have trouble with his eyesight, and Elma returned  
to the office from time to time, and this lasted until she went to  
relations on the mainland to continue her schooling there.  
 
  I am reading this diary now for the first time. I wish I had had the 
chance to do it years ago, but I know I probably, in ignorance and 
arrogance, would not have seized that chance. We neglect the 
precious means of communication God has given us.  I long to hug 
her and tell her I admire her so much, and am sorry she was cold 
in that fireless office. At least I feel a lot nearer to her now. 
     Margaret Beasley 
           12 

During the Moderator’s Visit to the Presbytery….  
  
    Earlier this month, we had a surprise Sunday morning visit from 
the Right Rev Dr Derek Browning, Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland during his visit to St Andrews 
Presbytery.  In fine impromptu fashion, he took part in the Jigsaw 
address and gave a memorable blessing at the end of worship.    
   As part of the Presbytery visit The Moderator presented long 
service awards to Elders from many congregations.   Fourteen St 
Leonard’s Elders received awards totalling an amazing 480 years (!) 
of service.   They are:         

Ian Farquhar (40 years, ordained 1970)  
George McIntosh (40 years, 1976)  
Irene Bennett (30 years, 1985)  
Sandy Bolland (30 years, 1982)  
Evelyn Grieve (30 years, 1985)  
Alastair Leiper (30 years, 1985)  
Ray Mackie (30 years, 1982)  
Angus Peters (30 years, 1982)  
Iain Ross (30 years, 1985)  

all of whom were ordained at St Leonard’s, and 
James Cormack (50 years, ordained 1964) at Strathblane Parish  
   Church, Strathblane  
Angela Fowlis (40 years, 1977) at Croftfoot Parish Church, 
  Glasgow  
Douglas Grey (40 years, 1975) at St Andrews Parish Church,  
   Perth  
Heather Cormack (30 years, 1987) at Cults West Parish  
   Church, Aberdeen  
Arthur Griffiths (30 years, 1985) at St Michael’s. Linlithgow  

 Photograph to follow on the church website and facebook page.  
          Mary Popple, Session Clerk 
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What Elma Did – by Margaret Beasley 
 

   In the early days of 1919, my mother Elma Milne, then 12 years 
old, got special leave from school to work in the office of Talisker 
Distillery in Carbost on the Isle of Skye, where her father was the 
manager. He was going for cataract operations on the mainland, and his 
eldest daughter was going to run the office until he returned. My mother 
kept a diary, which I inherited when my father died. She writes: - 
 

Saturday 4th January.............”My father intends going away on 
Monday, so I'm doing lots of things at the office just now. Went 
over to Mrs Steele and 'secured a place'. I went home and started 
sledging down the Brae. It's splendid.” 

 
   The next two months were cold and snowy, but we hear no more of 
sledging. Elma was in the office during the day, and often in the 
evenings as well. It depended on the movements of the ferries, the 
Dunara and the Hebrides. And Sunday was for church and little else, as 
the people of Carbost were strict Sabbatarians. The Milnes were Church 
of Scotland and regarded with suspicion by their Free Church 
neighbours. So Elma would be careful not to record how they spent 
Sunday. Her views on the sermons were quite penetrating, though! 
 
  Extracts from the diary show the sort of work she had to do. 

Tuesday 7th January -  “Post day. 3 hhs (hogsheads) going out.  
1 or 2 cwts coal sold.” 
Monday 12 January – “Came down and finished cash sheet. 
Particulars of cask 01/1608 found leaking in No.2 warehouse. two 
cwt coal going out and 2/6d worth penny stamps for a cheque. 
Afraid I will be hauled over the coals re cheque...”  
Tuesday -Made out a request to Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise for remission of duty on hhd 01/1602.  
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Elma was required to use language suitable for business letters. She 
practises writing one or two of these in the diary. If the recipients 
were unaware of her age, they would never guess they had been 
written by a thirteen year old. 

 
D. Robertson Esq., 
Fuel Overseer, Portree 
Dear Sir, 
I am in receipt of yours of the 11th inst and note what you 
say in regard to the two certificates enclosed.  
Mr Milne underwent an operation on his left eye on 
Saturday but expects to remain there for some time as an 
operation on the right eye is deemed necessary.......... 

 
But her life was not unremitting work. In fact sometimes, on 
steamerless days she found she was bored, and, I suspect, lonely. 
The bad weather continued, and the school was closed as pupils and 
teacher contracted colds and flu. Her friends were able to play 
together if they were well, but she was tied to a freezing office. 
 

“I took 'Prester John' down to the office with me to while away 
the weary hours waiting for the Post...Of course I know I ought 
to be engaged with Latin and Geometry but the school got out 
when it went in today as there is an awful prevalence of 
colds.......” 
Sunday 26 January – “Mr Bell up today. He preached a sermon 
on the Foolish Virgins.     As it was snowing he was very 
brief........” 

 Monday 27 January – “Came down to office. Very cold. Mary lit a 
 fire and it was better...”    

continued on page 12 
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