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 St Leonard’s Parish Church of Scotland Congregation No: SC013586    

       Cameron Parish Church of Scotland Scottish Charity No: SC05565 

 

A View from the Manse  

Dear Friends, 

As I sit down to write this month’s ‘View’, the beginning of Holy Week 

is just a few days away; but by the time you read it, Easter will have 

come and gone. By the time you open this Newsletter we’ll have 

shared and celebrated the good news at the heart of our faith as 

Christians - that Christ is risen...that Christ is risen indeed. 

And then, what? I mean; after Easter – what comes then? How will 

we go about living Easter; living the Resurrection – this good news 

that God can’t be swept under the carpet any more than God can be 

killed by hate or misunderstanding or fear; that God's Presence is 

with us still? Because the thing about Easter is that we’re invited, 

we’re called to celebrate and live its truth. And, of course that’s the 

real challenge, in Easter and in faith, that’s the real challenge – living 

it as well as celebrating it. 

So here are ten ways, ten suggestions of how we might do that, how 

we might live this Easter message. They’re not my own. They’re 

taken from a book called The Immortal Diamond by Richard Rohr, 

and I invite you to choose one or more, write it down, memorize it, 

and live into it as followers of Christ who are here to transform the 

world. 

1. Refuse to identify with negative, blaming, antagonistic thoughts 

even if you can’t stop ‘having’ them. 

2. Own up and apologise when you hurt or let someone down. 

3. Try to heal your mistakes by some positive action. 

    Continued on page 3 
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A View From the Manse continued from page 2 

       4. Always seek to change yourself before trying to change 

           others.  

 

       5. Choose as much as possible to serve rather than be 

   served.  
 

 6. Whenever possible, seek the common good over your own                 

good. 

  

 7. Look out and help out those who get forgotten or are excluded 

     in any way. 
  

 8. Seek just systems and policies over mere charity.  
 

 9. Make sure what you do is the same as what you say.  
 

10. Never doubt that it is all about love in the end.  

 

As I say, in Easter, as in faith the real challenge is living it.  

 

Grace and Peace to you. 

Your friend and pastor  

 

 

 

 

PS. I’m going to work on #1, #6 and #9. 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

  St Leonard’s 
 

    24 Apr Congregational Board Meeting 

     1 May Kirk Session Meeting 

 

Guild Notices 

        St Leonard’s 

Our Guild year is nearing its close in the next few weeks. 

April 5th  AGM 

June 2nd (Sat) Summer outing to Stirling Castle. 
 

        Cameron  

Thursday 12 April 2018, 2.30 pm, Cameron village hall: Love 

Actually - Guild Programme Resources.  All welcome. 

Saturday 28 April 2018, Cameron Church Guild Coffee Morning in 

St Andrews Town Hall, 10-11.30 am.  Usual stalls; all offers of help 

and donations welcome.  Hope to see you there! 

The Knots Prayer  

Dear God,  

Please untie the knots that are in my mind, my heart and my life.  

Remove the have nots, the can nots and the do nots that I have 

in my mind.  

Erase the will nots, may nots, might 

nots that may find a home in my 

heart.  

Free me from the could nots, would 

nots and should nots that obstruct my life.  

And, Lord, I ask that you remove from my mind, my heart and my 

life all of the ‘am nots’ that I have allowed to hold me back; most of 

all the thought that I am not good enough. Amen 
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The Church Family   

 

DEATHS  

St Leonard’s 

Mrs Bessie Crawford, St Andrews House Care Home,  

(D69 Ken Morris)  

Mr Andrew W B Batchelor, 39 Langlands Road (D41 Hamish Tait) 

Mrs Norah King, 6 Cairnsden Gardens (D57 Shirley Sunter)  

Mrs Margaret Beasley, 18 Priory Gardens (D51 Isobel Clifford) 

 

Cameron 

Mrs Margot Gribbon, St Andrews 

 

Collect for Easter Day  

Church of England  

God of glory,  

by the raising of your Son  

you have broken the chains of death and hell:  

fill your Church with faith and hope;  

for a new day has dawned  

and the way to life stands open  

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

    Submitted by Marie Robinson 
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Treasurer’s ramblings  

A brief update for those who missed the Stated Annual Meeting: my 

report indicated the total funds of St Leonard’s at the end of 2017 

had fallen by just over £29,000. A large part of that related to the 

cost of refurbishing the manse, but of greater concern was a fall of 

over £6,500 in givings compared to 2016. As you know, we were 

saved from a disastrous shortfall in our finances thanks to your very 

generous response to the Gift Day. Unfortunately, although I am 

being optimistic and looking for a 2% increase in givings, my 

prediction at this stage is for a deficit of over £9,000 in the current 

year. And that’s before we start planning for the major work our 

Fabric Convenor has identified for the next three to five years – an 

estimated £150,000 to £200,000! I will be presenting the first 

quarter budget report to the Congregational Board on 24th April and 

should have some indication then as to whether or not my optimism 

is justified.  

And I think this quote from Sir Peter Ustinov sums the situation up 

perfectly: “The point of living, and of being an optimist, is to be 

foolish enough to believe that the best is yet to come.”   

       Hamish Tait  

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers. 

The first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece 

of paper, he calls it a poem, and they give him £25." 

The second boy says, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few 

words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, and they give him 

£200." 

The third boy says, "I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a 

few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes 

eight men to collect all the money!" 
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St Leonard’s Finance Team  

St Leonard’s is looking for a new Treasurer, as Dr Hamish Tait is 

looking to step down after many years of sterling service. We want 

to do things slightly differently in the future and spread the load 

across a group of people. We are setting up a Finance team and if 

you have expertise in any way to take on a role in this team, you 

would be very welcome. If you are at all interested in how church 

finances work, Presbytery is running a seminar at Hope Park and 

Martyrs Church, on 25 April 2 – 4pm with the purpose of taking some 

of the mystique out of this work. Anyone who would like to attend 

or have more information, please get in touch with Mary Popple 

(01334 478520) or with Jane in the church office.  

       Thank you.   Mary Popple, Session Clerk, St Leonard’s 

The Hale Bucket 

The snow lay deep and a cold wind blowing as the Minister trudged      

in his wellies from the Manse to the little Church up the glen. 

He found only one brave soul in the Church—Angus, the Shepherd     

with his faithful sheep dog, Meg, at his feet. 

Nothing daunted the Minister started the Service--- two Hymns 

(unaccompanied) two readings, Sermon, Children’s address--- the 

lot. 

As they shook hands Angus said “ I thought as there were just the      

two of us, Meenister, you would just put up a wee prayer and we    

would go hame to our firesides” 

“Oh, Angus,” said the Minister” surely if only one hen came to your 

trough. you would feed it?” 

 “Indeed I would” said Angus “But I would na’ gie it the hale bucket”.

    Submitted by Elizabeth Picton 
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BUILD BRIDGES * NOT WALLS 

Creating art has always been an important part of my life, including 

my years at the US Military Academy and later during my own active 

military duty.  The success of my watercolours and caricatures led 

me to retire early from the military and try my hand as a professional 

artist.  

I believe that art should raise an emotional response in the viewers.  

Art can be inspirational, thought-provoking, or aesthetically pleasing. 

Furthermore, it also can cause people to take a different and perhaps 

more light-hearted view of a complex situation. Indeed, humour 

often is part of my art, as it can ease our dealing with the issues of 

the world.  

Early on I enjoyed drawing caricatures of humorous situations, as 

well as painting realistic scenes of the world around me and the 

active people in it. In my later abstract work, I reduced the 

representational themes to colour and form, all the while retaining 

the importance of a central lively element.  

Then the terrible events of 11 September 2001 caused me to ponder 

how I as an artist could address this tragedy. Can art help create a 

more peaceful world? I drew on the fact that I had experienced war; 

I had lived in four different countries, and I knew the cultures of 

even more societies. What kinds of changes are necessary? Who 

changes? I could not answer those questions. But it was clear to me 

that all members of society - men and women, young and old of all 

cultures - need to be involved in finding a solution. To express this 

idea artistically I arrived at using a mostly continuous line, which 

would link different people together in harmonious relationships. I 

experimented with a glue applicator rather than a paint brush to 

create a strong line.  The outline of the figures needed to be well 

defined in order to emphasise the  
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importance of friendly human relationships for a more peaceful 

world. For my first painting in this style I portrayed the various 

people in the picture to be in deep discussions with each other. The 

background was to set the scene or capture the emotion. It was a 

challenge to do - much like creating actual relationships! I titled this 

first painting in my New Line style, “Inalienability”. It was well 

received and is now in the Würth collection. 

Ever since this time I have dedicated my art to the portrayal of people 

in contact with each other. Thus, I aim to emphasise peaceful, 

harmonious, and respectful relationships. My people are enjoying 

street parties, or they are welcoming new neighbours. Together they 

overcome obstacles, or they are playing and enjoying music, which 

is another art form with an enormous bonding effect.  In my New 

Line concept, I use colour as the aesthetic, emotional component and 

the glue-line as the informative element.  

Viewers of my work are invited to generate their own ideas. After all, 

art is an important part of our humanity. Relationships are the 

essence of our being. Together with others we can experience more 

joy; also, we can work on agreeing a way forward in dealing with the 

critical issues facing us in our world today on our lovely Planet Earth. 

For me, the aesthetic aspects of colour and form are gratifying. 

However, I also hope that by my depiction of human relationships 

my artistic legacy will be to help bring peace in the world through 

dialogue.     George Finley 

There will be a retrospective exhibition of George’s art from 

realistic landscapes to abstract paintings and eventually 

to his own New Line images at a Würth Art Museum in 

Künzelsau, Germany from 14 April to 8 October 2018. 
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Peace Training 'Will Make a Difference' 

 

Church leaders from South Sudan who attended peacebuilding 

training in Scotland over two weeks in March have said that it will 

‘make a difference’ to the war-torn country. 

The Rev Santino Odong Othol Kwanyang and the Rev Joseph Maker 

Gordon Manyiel were among the group invited by the Church of 

Scotland to take part in two weeks of training. 

They were also hosted by various churches during the visit, attending 

and speaking at services, spoke at a World Mission event in 

Edinburgh, went on retreat to the Bield in Perthshire and even had 

time for some tourism and shopping. 

The group also got first-hand experience of the best of Scottish 

weather, in the snow that has hit the country in recent weeks – not 

that they were complaining. 

“When (the Very Rev Dr) John Chalmers was taking us from the 

airport, he was telling us ‘you will see sunshine’,” said Santino, “But 

we said, ‘we don’t want sunshine, we want snow!”’ 

Santino, Principal of Nile Theological College, said that the visit had 

been ‘exciting… busy, but a kind of enjoyable busyness’. “It was 

informative,” he added. “We got a lot of tools and skills that will 

enhance our work when we go home.” 

Joseph, Moderator of the Presbytery of Abwong, said: “We acquired 

many experiences, especially in the field of life mapping. We now 

have the tools on how to heal wounded hearts, and how to manage 

complex conflict, and also the real meaning of mediation. We were 

thinking the mediator should make the decision, but mediation is 

about helping the two parties to agree on a solution.” 

 

     Continued on page 11 
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Peace Training Will Make a Difference continued from page 10 

 

South Sudan gained independence from the Sudan in 2011, following 

decades of civil war, but two years later political unrest spread into 

civil war. That has led to economic collapse and famine, with millions 

of people being either internally displaced or refugees in 

neighbouring countries. 

Joseph said: “I am 58, I was born in war and we still have war.” 

Santino said that the current situation was ‘fragile and still very weak 

peace… there is relative stability in the big towns, but in remote 

areas you still find violence’. He also said that the situation had been 

complicated by tribal conflict. 

The Church of Scotland has taken an interest in the country since its 

inception, and Dr Chalmers visited during his year as Moderator of 

the General Assembly. 

Following this visit, the hope is that the church leaders who visited 

Scotland will be able to train others in South Sudan, and that there 

will be further training sessions either in Scotland or in Africa. 

Santino said: “I think the churches appreciate this so much, because 

most of us were engaged in peace issues, but without training. For 

sure what we have learned will make a difference.” 

    From Church of Scotland Website. 

 

“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. Life is a beauty, 

admire it. Life is a dream, realize it. Life is a challenge, meet 

it. Life is a duty, complete it. Life is a game, play it. Life is a 

promise, fulfil it. Life is sorrow, overcome it. Life is a song, 

sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it. Life is a tragedy, confront 

it. Life is an adventure, dare it. Life is luck, make it. Life is 

life, fight for it.”   (Unknown) 
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St Leonard’s - From Model Constitution to Unitary 

Constitution  

It almost sounds like something out of Gilbert & Sullivan! What on 

earth is the Unitary Constitution, you may ask? And the simple answer 

is that it’s a way for a congregation like St. Leonard’s to manage its 

life and work.  

As most of you will know, for many years the vast majority of Church 

of Scotland congregations have operated under what has been called 

the Model Deed or Model Constitution; meaning that the work of the 

church was split between the Kirk Session and the Congregational 

Board, with the Session looking after spiritual matters and the Board 

keeping an eye on the temporal, especially finance and property. Now, 

while this worked well for many years changes in the law surrounding 

charities and the role and oversight of Trustees has highlighted a need 

for change, and hence the introduction of the Unitary Constitution.  

In this system the Kirk Session still exists but the Congregational 

Board is replaced by various Action Groups, with much of the decision-

making being devolved to these groups, who in turn report back to 

the Kirk Session. While this returns oversight of all matters, both 

spiritual and temporal to the Kirk Session, this is balanced by the 

decision-making powers that have been passed to the members of 

the Action Groups, which comprise both elders and church members.  

At this point it’s important to say that the final decision on whether or 

not St. Leonard’s does move to the Unitary Constitution rests with the 

congregation itself. Once the Kirk Session and Congregational Board 

have had a chance to consider the proposal in detail, we’ll be holding 

an Extraordinary Congregational Meeting following a Sunday Service 

in order for the congregation to consider the matter and vote.  

Continued on page 13   
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St. Leonard’s - From Model Constitution to Unitary Constitution 

continued from page 12 

So why are we talking about a change to a Unitary Constitution at 

all? Is it just because it’s the latest thing? Is it change for the sake 

of change?  

Well, no. It wouldn’t be change for the sake of change, because the 

Unitary Constitution doesn’t just mean a change in the way we do 

things, but a change in the culture as well. There are so many 

different aspects to, and so many different groups in the life of  

St Leonard’s Church, for which we are all grateful. What would be 

good is to have more people - as many people as want to, as many 

people as possible - involved in making decisions; in making things 

happen in our congregation.  

 

There are so many good ideas out there; so many gifts waiting to be 

used and talents waiting to be tapped. Could it be that the Unitary 

Constitution is an opportunity for the people of St. Leonard’s to 

spread the gifts as well as the load, and in doing so make our 

fellowship even stronger?  

That’s what you’re being asked to think about. 

Graeme Beebee 

 

St Leonard’s Parish Kids continue with their monthly Parish 

Pancake Breakfasts. The fund raising is going very well - with around 

£100 being added each month. So, a big thank you to all for 

supporting the children. 

In the coming weeks, the children will be ramping up their activities 

towards the end of the summer term. There will be a Pie Sale ... and 

the children will also be running a Sponsored All Age Walk for their 

final Sunday - from Cameron to St Leonard’s that will end with a 

Parish Picnic.   Simon Baldwin 

     13 

 

Christian Aid Week is Sunday 13th May to Saturday 20th May and 

focusses on Haiti where Hurricane Matthew hit one year ago.  

Marcelin and his three teenage daughters lost everything.  A year on 

they’re still forced to live in a 2 x 2 m concrete block.  They’ve 

endured unimaginable natural disaster, and each one has made 

them poorer and more vulnerable.   

They’ve not just survivors, they’re fighters.  But they’re only so 

strong.  They won’t survive the next storm without our help.  For 

every £210 we raise in St Leonard’s we could pay to train a local 

builder in Haiti, meaning they could build secure, comfortable homes 

for people like Marcelin.  We could give his family a safe place to 

weather the next disaster and a fighting chance to build a better life.  

Christian Aid Week invites thousands of Kingdom Builders like us to 

step out in mission for our neighbours like Marcelin.  Together we’re 

bringing God’s Kingdom closer. And together, we’re stronger than 

the storms.  Please join us this Christian Aid Week.  Be part of the 

biggest act of Christian witness in Britain and Ireland. 

The Tay Bridge Sponsored Crossing is on 21st April and the Forth on 

the 28th.  Posters and sponsor forms are on the notice board in St 

Leonard’s hall.   

The Edinburgh Gathering for Christian Aid Volunteers was weathered 

off till Wednesday 28th March – too late of this newsletter but there 

will be a report in the May newsletter in time for Christian Aid Week. 

     George Black 
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 FLOWER ROTAS 

 
 

 CAMERON ST LEONARD’S 

 8 Apr Joy Straith Elizabeth Wiffen 

15 Apr Marion Mason Eileen Marshall 

22 Apr Grace Stewart Margaret McGregor 

29 Apr May Grant Kathie Philip 

  6 May Avril Paul Marjory Watson 

 

               ST LEONARD’S TEA ROTA 

 
 

 8 Apr May Watt, Katie Mitchell, Marjory Watson 

15 Apr Alison Robertson, Isobel Smith, May Watt 

22 Apr Janice Farquhar, Alison Cuthill, Katherine Bailes 

29 Apr Jackie & Gordon Mackenzie, Sheila Bentley 

 

 
             ST LEONARD’S CRÈCHE ROTA 
 

 

   8 Apr Marjory Watson & Evelyn Grieve 

 15 Apr Katie Mitchell & Linda Orr 

 22 Apr Alison Cuthill & Elspeth Wallace 

 29 Apr Sheila Bentley & Olwen Robertson 

  6 May Rosemary Cantlay & Vivienne Wright 

 

The final total raised at the St Leonard’s Guild Coffee Morning on 

24th March was £839.40.  A big thank you to all who supported us.

   Evelyn Grieve 
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Rev Graeme Beebee, 1 Cairnhill Gardens ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,..,             472793 

 

St Leonard’s Church Office          478702 

 

Email:stlencam@btconnect.com Facebook@stleonardsandcameron 

St Leonard’s website: http://stleonardschurchstandrews.com 

 
 

St Leonard’s 

Session Clerk:              Dr Mary Popple 3 St Leonard’s Road.....,  478520 

Dep Session Clerk: Prof Blair Smith, 6 Muir Gardens....... 477736 

Cong.Board Clerk       Mr Neil Gillespie, 12 Kilrymont Crescent .. 476489 

Treasurer:                    Dr Hamish Tait, 1 Aikman Place ............... 478867 

Property Convenor: Mr Bill Borthwick, 96 Hepburn Gardens...... 473270 

Roll Keeper: Mr Arthur Griffiths, 7 Cant Crescent........... 477867 
Convenor of W.F.O:     Mrs Joan Peter 473625 

Gift Aid:  Mrs Nina Swan, 5 Tulloch Place ..................... 472531 

Organist: Mr Alan McGeoch, 7 Middleshade Road....... 475576 

Guild President :        Dr Shirley Sunter, 5 Lumsden Crescent ....... 477950 

Parish Kids Leader     Claire Olley – claireolley@hotmail.co.uk  

Youth Groups Simon Baldwin – simon@destinations66.co.uk  

Church Flowers:        Mrs Heather Cormack,75 Hepburn Gardens 461155 

Magazine Convenor: Mr Kenneth J Morris, 32 Lawmill Gardens... 476816 

Newsletter Editor: 

 

Ms Isobel Clifford, 11 Balrymonth Court....... 

Email - stlcnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk 

473992 

Beadle: Mr Kenneth J Morris, 32 Lawmill Gardens... 476816 
 

Cameron 

Session Clerk: Mrs Marion Mason,,Denbrae Farm, St Andrews 850224 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Mr Mark Dobell       840655 

Property Convenor: Mr Peter Robinson, 18 Irvine Crescent .............. 476914 

Organist: Miss Margot Munro, 10 Irvine Crescent .......... 477260 

Guild Secretary: Mrs Marie Robinson, 18 Irvine Crescent........ 476914 

Sunday School: Ms Jill Gillan, Drumcarro, Nr Denhead   07974 

800774 
Church Flowers: Mrs Pat Ciesla, 1 Windsor Gardens................... 475504 

News Editor: Mrs Marie Robinson, 18 Irvine Crescent.... 

email: mr@marierobinson.co.uk.  

 

476914 
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