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A View from the Manse: 

 

Friends,  

 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 

from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 

himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash  

the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 

around him. John 13:3-5 NRSV  

 

These verses from John’s Gospel always touch my heart.  

 

It’s such a tender moment; such a meaning-full event. This 

gesture, so alien to our culture, to our world is so intimate. Just 

imagine…. how well do we like someone looking at our feet let 

alone washing them? Podophobia - the fear of our own feet or the 

feet of someone else - might sound weird or bizarre, but it’s real 

and it’s more common than you would think.  

 

The disciple’s feet would have been dirty and dusty from the day’s 

walking. Hard calluses would have clung to their heels, corns on 

the soles of their feet, the skin rough and dry, and yet Jesus gets 

down on his hands and knees to wash the feet of his friends.  

 

He didn’t have to do it. Like so many of the moments in Jesus’ life 

when we see him reach out, he didn’t have to do it. Someone 

would have washed his feet if he’d asked, but instead he did this 

simple, caring, human thing unasked and with great love.  
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A View from the Manse continued from page 2 

 

And for me as for so many other Christians, this one act sums up 

what and who Jesus was and is; and it’s why the service and 

Communion we’ll share at Cameron Kirk on Maundy Thursday (29 

March) has so much meaning. The act showed the tenderness, the 

care and presence of God in the everyday humble acts that we do 

for one another. And so, as we journey through Lent to the glory 

and mystery of Easter morning let us look to this simple gesture of 

love and remember that we are loved by God...that God is present 

in every moment and that we are cared for just like the disciples 

with Jesus at their feet.  

 

May each of us learn to rest deeper in God and may the journey of 

Lent bring us closer to understanding that we are not alone.  

Grace and Peace to you. 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

  St Leonard’s 
 

     4 Mar Communion 

     6 Mar Kirk Session Meeting 

   11 Mar Stated Annual Meeting 

   25 Mar Palm Sunday 

    1 Apr Easter Sunday – usual morning service 

Easter Evening Emmaus Service at 6.30pm 
 

        Cameron 
 

    29 Mar Maundy Thursday Service at 8 pm 

    1 Apr Easter Sunday – usual morning service 

 

        Ecumenical 
 

    30 Mar Walk of Pilgrimage (to be confirmed) 

    1 Apr St Mary’s at the Rock – 7 am 

     

Cameron Guild 

Thursday 8th March, 2.30 pm at Cameron village hall.   

Keith Neilson will give an update on Rymonth House,  

St Andrews.  All welcome. 

 

Advance notice of Cameron Coffee Morning:  Sat 28th April,  

St Andrews Town Hall, 10-11.30 am. 

 

Storehouse stocks are currently low in the following items:  

UHT milk, tinned ready meals and meat, instant coffee, sugar,  

and toiletries (shampoo, loo rolls). 
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Open Church at St Leonard’s 

 

We are planning an Open Church through Holy Week; 

from Palm Sunday through to Good Friday - 11am to 

1pm and 4 - 7pm each day except Palm Sunday (4 - 

7pm only) and Good Friday (11am - 1pm only).  We 

are looking for volunteers to be at the church when it 

is open.  If you can help, please contact the church 

office. 

 

 



 

The Church Family   

St Leonard’s 

 

DEATHS  

Mrs Jean Johnston, Balone Farmhouse (D60 Ray Mackie)  

Mrs Helen Mackay, 24 Learmonth Place (D36 George McIntosh) 

 

PRAYER 

With you, Lord  

David Adam Tides and Seasons 1989 (London, SPCK) p. 25  

You are to be found in our lives,  

Help us to seek you.  

 

You do wonders among us,  

Help us to see you.  

 

You reign over our world,  

Help us to obey you.  

 

You triumph over all,  

Help us to rise with you.  

 

You enter your kingdom,  

Help us to live with you. 

     Submitted by Marie Robinson 
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Treasurer’s ramblings  

 

I hope you’re all eagerly anticipating the highlight of the year, the 

Stated Annual Meeting, which will be held on Sunday 11th March 

following the Church Service. As in previous years, if anyone would 

like a copy of the “Annual Report and Accounts” beforehand you 

can add your name to a sheet which is in the Welcome Area and 

I’ll get a copy to you. Or, you can email me at 

hamish.tait@btinternet.com.  

 

A quick summary of the general fund position at the end of 2017. 

We would have had a deficit of £14,839, but the hugely generous 

response to the Gift Day brought that down to a manageable 

£4,582. The Church of Scotland likes us to produce a balanced 

budget, but I prefer to try to be realistic. Allowing for a 2% 

increase in givings following the Gift Day, my forecast is a deficit 

of just over £9,000. Past experience suggests my hoped-for 

increase in givings is over optimistic, but to produce a balanced 

budget would require an uplift of 10%! More will be revealed on 

Sunday 11th, and that will be your chance to interrogate me!  

 

While my budget may not have achieved it, balance is important 

throughout the world. For example, Washington State is described 

by some as the most glorious place on earth. There are beautiful 

mountains, rivers and streams, lakes, forests, hills and plains. The 

people from Washington State are described as handsome, 

modest, intelligent, and humorous and are found travelling the 

world. They are extremely sociable, hardworking, high achieving, 

and are known throughout the world as diplomats, and carriers of 

peace. To balance that, look at the other Washington, home of the 

White House…….    Hamish Tait 
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St Leonard’s Parish Kids Need You! 

The children continue with their fantastic fund-raising efforts this year. 

The older ones are working hard with the Parish Pancake Breakfasts - 

and we’re all enjoying the fruits of their labours with tasty pancakes on 

the last Sunday of each month. What we really need now is some 

additional help from some grown-ups - people who’d like to offer an 

hour here or there to help in the occasional session on a Sunday. If this 

is you, we’d love to hear from you. Just speak with any of the helpers 

after a service - or email Claire on claireolley@hotmail.co.uk.  
 

Life Straws Campaign 

The children now have more than £1,000 in the bank from all their hard 

work over the months in raising money for the Life Straws. Their 

campaign continues until the end of the summer term. They deserve 

huge congratulations for their efforts - but they would also like to thank 

each and every member of the congregation who has helped them … at 

their bake sales, pancake breakfasts or with donations made in between. 

We will keep all posted on the progress and more fund-raising fun over 

the coming weeks.   

 

World Mission Stamps   

Thank you so much for all the stamps that you 

collected over Christmas. I spoke to World Mission to 

find out how they raise money from old stamps. The 

stamps are weighed when they arrive in the office 

and £2.50 is paid for each Kilogram. So, it is 

important to leave the stamp attached to a piece of 

the envelope. Then someone goes through them all 

and any Celebration Stamps or First Day Covers etc 

can be sold around the world with the cash coming back to the World 

Mission. So, keep up the good work please. Liz Thirkell 
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The Church of Scotland’s first female Minister of Word and 

Sacrament, the Rev Euphemia (Effie) Irvine, has died. 

Mrs Irvine grew up in Whiteinch in Glasgow, where her parents 

were members of Jordanvale Parish Church. She was a housewife 

for 16 years before deciding to become a religious studies teacher. 

However, when she was a year into her course at Glasgow 

University, the Church of Scotland made the decision to admit 

women as ministers. 

Following an assistantship at Renfield Church, she became the first 

woman minister to be called to a parish when she was called to 

Campsie Trinity with Milton of Campsie. She later said: "I actually 

turned them down four times before accepting the position. I was a 

townie and didn't want to go to the country.” 

Six years later the linkage between her two parishes was dissolved, 

and Mrs Irvine stayed on as minister at Milton of Campsie until her 

retirement in 1988. In 2003 she published her autobiography, ‘A 

Journey of Faith’. 

Following the announcement of her death, the current Moderator 

of the General Assembly, the Rt Rev Derek Browning, said: “In 

1972 Effie Irvine became the first female minister ordained into a 

parish …... She overcame in very short time the initial controversy 

that surrounded her appointment by going on to win people over 

by being an excellent minister to her community and gave 

tremendous support to the people in her parish. She was so well 

loved that Irvine Gardens in her parish was named after her. 

This year we celebrate 50 years of women being ordained to 

ministry in the Church of Scotland. Effie was one of the pioneers 

and blazed a trail for women to serve the Church in this way. We 

give thanks for her life, and for the faithful ministry Effie 

exercised.” 

  Extract from Church of Scotland news website 
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Listening to the Echoes 

 

Last August I visited Norfolk for the first time.  I was very lucky to 

stay with a friend who loves Norfolk and was determined that I 

should see as many aspects of the area as possible.  There were 

many highlights but the most moving for me was Binham Priory.  

Founded in 1091 it is possibly the most complete and impressive 

monastic ruin in Norfolk.   You can walk between the walls of the 

various areas of the monastery where the core of the walls is filled 

with flint rubble and you can rub your hands over the lovely sheen 

on the facets of the stones.  It is located outside the village in a 

meadow where cows graze nearby and there is little traffic on the 

road.  You feel if you listen carefully you will hear the echoes of 

plainsong.  There are other echoes, because the nave of the priory 

church, with its splendid 13th century west front and fine tiers of 

Norman arches, is now the parish church.  You can still see the 

ghost outline of the original, much bigger, monastic priory church 

and parts of the columns and towers are still standing, draped in 

foliage, waiting for nature to slowly reclaim the stones.   

There is a legend that there is a Ley tunnel which runs from the 

buildings to an unknown destination and many years ago a fiddler 

decided to explore these passages; he could be heard for some 

distance before suddenly ceasing. The fiddler was never seen 

again.  However, real music lives on in the church, as there are 

regular concerts in the church usually by solo artists.  Can you 

imagine arriving at night and sitting among these beautiful 

atmospheric ruins listening to the haunting sound of a solo clarinet 

or lute?      IMC 
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CHRISTIAN AID 

Collectors in St. Leonards have been unanimous in their reaction to 

the Oxfam scandal so hyped up by the media: -"The behaviour of a 

tiny minority must not be allowed to detract from the superb work 

done by tens of thousands of dedicated people from Oxfam Shops 

to front line war zones in their support for the poorest of the 

world's poor, the orphaned and homeless. If the media hysteria 

leads to a general antipathy towards all charities the best response 

we can give is to do what we can to make Christian Aid's work all 

the more far reaching." 

Christian Aid Week is from Sun 13th -Sat 19th May and which 

country is our focus? None other than Haiti itself where the 

internally displaced, refugees in their own country are among the 

most numerous in the world. The people have struggled with 

repeated and often relentless natural disasters, something which 

not only requires strength and resilience, but also support to put 

down new roots in safe, durable homes. 

Vilia's home was destroyed by the earthquake that hit the country 

in 2010. She also lost her mother and other family members in that 

disaster and became internally displaced within her own country. 

Christian Aid's partner KORAL built Vilia a safe, stable and strong 

enough home to stand up to natural disasters. 

Last year when climate chaos again surged and Hurricane Matthew 

hit, Vilia's neighbours quickly realised that her house was the only 

one in the area sturdy enough to cope with the hurricane. She 

shared food and a safe shelter to sleep in for several days. 

Eight years on from the devastating earthquake in Port-au-Prince 

an estimated 38,000 people are still displaced. 

The more collectors there are from St Leonard’s, the more districts  

we can cover.   Continued on page 11 
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Christian Aid continued from page 10 

"They took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him 

shouting "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  

the Lord - the King of Israel!" John 12:12-14." 

 

How do we welcome newcomers, weary travellers, arriving with  

little splendour? 

Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27th March in the 

Coffee Lounge in St Leonards. There will be a report from The 

Gathering in Edinburgh Augustine United Church and we shall 

make advance preparation for The Week. 

Stop Press: Forth Bridge Cross Sponsored Walk Saturday 28th April 

details from and names to George Black -  474872.  

 

In December the Hub team was full of hope 

that by now the community café would be up 

and running, but January brought crushing 

disappointment when the offer of the lease to 

the ideal property was withdrawn in favour of 

a more lucrative tenant. 

Now the priority is to find suitable new accommodation, but it is 

intended to open up in temporary premises in the short term; 

hopefully this will be confirmed within a fortnight. 

A list of volunteers and their skills is being compiled, so if you can  

help with driving people to the café, serving at the café, sorting 

clothes for Clothesbank, writing grant applications, writing business 

plans, baking, fundraising, or befriending, find the Hub on 

Facebook at Community Hub NEF, or contact the church office.  

Likewise, if you know of a property which might meet the Hub’s 

needs.  

Down, but not out!            Jane Smith 
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      FLOWER ROTAS 

 
 

 CAMERON ST LEONARD’S 

 4 Mar Wilma Steven Maureen Jack 

11 Mar Jennifer Bell Phyllis Dingwall 

18 Mar Pat Ciesla Anne McNeill 

25 Mar Agnes McKane Irene Gray 

  1 Apr Marie Robinson Anne Aitken 

 

         ST LEONARD’S TEA ROTA 

 
 

 4 Mar COMMUNION 

Moira Ferrier, Margo Christie, Mo Robertson 

11 Mar STATED ANNUAL MEETING 

18 Mar George & Doris Finlay, Isobel Griffiths 

25 Mar Lucy Bradley, Arthur Griffiths, Frances Mitchell 

  1 Apr EASTER 

Margaret Tulloch, Evelyn Grieve, George Black 

 

       ST LEONARD’S CRÈCHE ROTA 
 

 

  4 Mar Linda Orr & Alison Cuthill 

 11 Mar Elspeth Wallace & Olwen Robertson 

 18 Mar Sheila Bentley & Vivienne Wright 

 25 Mar Rosemary Cantlay & Gillian Leiper 
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St Leonard’s Guild 

 

March 2nd (Friday) at 2pm.   World Day of Prayer held in 

Memorial Aisle of Holy Trinity Church.    All Welcome. 
 

March 15th at 7.30pm.   Fife Young Carers     

Speaker Amber Reid. 
 

March 24th (Saturday) 10-11.30am   

       Spring Sale & Coffee Morning in the Hall. 
 

April 5th at 7.30pm.  A.G.M. 

 

Volunteers needed 

 

Volunteers are sought for a Deep Clean of the St 

Leonard’s Church kitchens, on Saturday March 10th, 

from 10am – 2.30, to allow folk to get away for the 

rugby.   

We will stop for a share a picnic type lunch.  You 

would need to be reasonably able bodied.  BYO Marigolds!   

If you have any small kitchen steps we might borrow, or to offer 

your help, please contact the church office. 

 

Fair Trade Fortnight 2018  

Fairtrade Fortnight takes place this year from 25 February to 11 

March. Why not make sure that you take part by buying some 

Fairtrade ingredients at the stall in St Leonard’s any Sunday after 

church and cook up a Fairtrade treat. On the next page are a 

couple of recipes to get you started. Ingredients in bold are 

available from the stall. More recipes are available at the stall. 

     Mary Popple 
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Chicken Curry African style  

 

Ingredients (for 4)  

8 de-boned chicken thighs  

1 onion, chopped  

Olive oil to fry (you can use 

Palestinian olive oil from 

Traidcraft or Oxfam shop)  

Half a jar of Eswatini 

Medium Curry Sauce (use the 

whole jar if you like a more fiery 

version)  

400ml Fairtrade coconut 

milk  

200g Kilombero rice (brown 

or white)  

Method  

➢ Fry the onion gently for 5 

minutes  

➢ Add the chicken to pan 

and brown gently  

➢ Add the curry sauce and 

the coconut milk  

➢ Cover and cook gently 

for one hour, taking the 

lid off for the last 10 

minutes  

➢ Meanwhile cook the 

Kilombero rice using 

instructions on the 

packet  

Serve.  

 Irish Barmbrack  

The ingredients are easily 

measured out using a measuring 

jug.  

 

Ingredients  

300ml Fair Trade Raisins  

300ml Fair Trade Sultanas  

300ml cold tea made from 

Fairtrade tea  

300ml Fair Trade dark brown 

sugar  

1 egg beaten  

600ml self-raising flour  

 

Method  

➢ Soak the raisins, sultanas 

and sugar in the tea. Stir 

well and leave covered 

overnight. 

➢ Grease and line a loaf tin 

with non-stick paper  

➢ Add the egg and sieved 

flour to the fruit  

➢ Mix well  

Put in the loaf tin and bake for 

around 75 minutes or it is firm 

to the touch in an oven at 160C.  

Remove from tin when cool and 

serve with butter and a cup of 

Fairtrade tea or coffee. 
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St. LEONARD’S PARISH CHURCH 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

Notice is given that the Twenty-seventh Stated Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation of St. Leonard’s Parish will be held in the Church Hall 

following the service of worship on Sunday 11 March 2018, at which time 

and place the Statement of Accounts for 2017 and the Budget for 2018 will 

be presented and reports made. 

Agenda 

Prayer of Constitution 

Minutes of the Stated Annual Meeting 

of Sunday 12 March 2017 

Report of the Treasurer: 

➢ Presentation of Accounts Year Ending 31 December 2017 

➢ Presentation of the Budget for 2018 

Report of the Congregational Board 

Property Report 

Minister’s Remarks 

The Grace repeated together 

Neil Gillespie 

Clerk to the Congregational Board 
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Minister: 

Rev Graeme Beebee, 1 Cairnhill Gardens ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,..,             472793 

 

St Leonard’s Church Office          478702 

 

Email:stlencam@btconnect.com Facebook@stleonardsandcameron 

St Leonard’s website: http://stleonardschurchstandrews.com 

 
 

St Leonard’s 

Session Clerk:              Dr Mary Popple 3 St Leonard’s Road.....,  478520 

Dep Session Clerk: Prof Blair Smith, 6 Muir Gardens....... 477736 

Cong.Board Clerk       Mr Neil Gillespie, 12 Kilrymont Crescent .. 476489 

Treasurer:                    Dr Hamish Tait, 1 Aikman Place ............... 478867 
Property Convenor: Mr Bill Borthwick, 96 Hepburn Gardens...... 473270 

Roll Keeper: Mr Arthur Griffiths, 7 Cant Crescent........... 477867 

Convenor of W.F.O:     Mrs Joan Peter 473625 

Gift Aid:  Mrs Nina Swan, 5 Tulloch Place ..................... 472531 

Organist: Mr Alan McGeoch, 7 Middleshade Road....... 475576 

Guild President :        Dr Shirley Sunter, 5 Lumsden Crescent ....... 477950 

Parish Kids Leader     Claire Olley – claireolley@hotmail.co.uk  

Youth Groups Simon Baldwin – simon@destinations66.co.uk  

Church Flowers:        Mrs Heather Cormack,75 Hepburn Gardens 461155 

Magazine Convenor: Mr Kenneth J Morris, 32 Lawmill Gardens... 476816 

Newsletter Editor: 
 

Ms Isobel Clifford, 11 Balrymonth Court....... 
Email - stlcnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk 

473992 

Beadle: Mr Kenneth J Morris, 32 Lawmill Gardens... 476816 
 

Cameron 

Session Clerk: Mrs Marion Mason,,Denbrae Farm, St Andrews 850224 

Treasurer & Gift Aid Mr Mark Dobell       840655 

Property Convenor: Mr Peter Robinson, 18 Irvine Crescent .............. 476914 

Organist: Miss Margot Munro, 10 Irvine Crescent .......... 477260 

Guild Secretary: Mrs Marie Robinson, 18 Irvine Crescent........ 476914 
Sunday School: Ms Jill Gillan, Drumcarro, Nr Denhead   07974 

800774 

Church Flowers: Mrs Pat Ciesla, 1 Windsor Gardens................... 475504 

News Editor: Mrs Marie Robinson, 18 Irvine Crescent.... 

email: mr@marierobinson.co.uk.  
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