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View from the Manse 

Dear Friends 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth 

was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And 

the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.  Then 

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.... 

I have a good friend who is always telling me that when we read the 

first chapter of Genesis we shouldn’t only pay attention to the words 

but also to the world around us.  Now I confess that paying attention 

is something I sometimes struggle with.  It’s easy to get swept away 

in the routines of life and overlook the signs of God’s loving care that 

surround us.  Many of us feel God’s presence most deeply in nature, 

but as we listen to the creation story and hear how God created humans 

right alongside everything else, I’m reminded how we are a part of 

Creation; how we’re not really separate from the bugs and the trees 

and whatever else we see because we, like the rest of it are created 

beings. 

It’s easy for us to feel like we need to be independent and strong, like 

we need to take care of ourselves.  There is of course some truth to 

that, but there’s also deeper truth in the image of God forming us out 

of clay and breathing life into our lungs.  We are cared for by a Creator 

who loves us more than we could imagine and who holds us each and 

every second of our lives even though we often don’t notice. 

And even before humans do anything, before they prove themselves 

or create anything, or even notice God, God calls them good.  Now how 

often do we fail to notice this truth about ourselves?  How often do we 

forget in the hubbub of life and confusion of our times that before we 

even take a breath, God has already given us this love that calls us 

good? It’s the first and truest label we wear.   
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View from the Manse  continued from page 4 

So wherever you find yourself over the next few weeks, and whatever 

unfolds in the world around us, take a moment to pay attention...pause and 

find a part of God’s creation to notice, whether it’s your dog or cat, a tree 

outside, or even the back of your hand....pay attention to what you see and 

think about how God lovingly created whatever it is you are looking at, how 

God called it good.  

Slowing down and paying attention helps us remember that everything is a 

gift.  Life is a gift.  The world around us is a gift.  The people we love and 

the people we don’t are gifts, because life itself is a gift from God.  

And in these days, when we all have so much on our minds and when so 

many are deeply concerned about the future, perhaps it’s no bad thing (and 

no small thing) to take a moment to remember that life is a gift, a gift blessed 

by God...the God whose very breath fills our lungs. 

Grace and Peace to you. 

Your friend and pastor    

        

Christmas is a-coming 

You are invited to nominate your favourite Christmas hymn and the top 

favourites will be included in a church.  So, start thinking about which 

hymn you would nominate….and if there is a story behind it, share this and 

it will be printed in the next issue of the magazine. How do you nominate? 

At St Leonard’s there will be cards and a collection box in the Welcome 

Area and similarly in the information area at Cameron.  Any stories behind 

your favourite should be emailed to the editor or handed to Isobel Clifford 

at St Leonard’s or Marie Robinson at Cameron by 17th November.  

 

Joining our Church Family 

If you would like to join the St Leonard’s or Cameron Church family, 

please contact the Minister for further details. 
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The Church Family   

St Leonard’s  

    

 Deaths 

 Mr Don Beasley, 18 Priory Gardens 

 Mr Walter Woods, 11 Kilrymont Crescent 

 

Dates for the Diary 

          St Leonard’s 

  13 Oct  CLUSTER SERVICE AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH – 11 am 

  27 Oct Wee Service – 9am (30 mins) 
Usual services at St Leonard’s and Cameron 

   3  Nov Safeguarding Lunch and Training 

  10 Nov     Remembrance Sunday 

  19 Nov Coordination Group Meeting 

  24 Nov Wee Service – 9am (30 mins) 

Usual services at St Leonard’s and Cameron 

  26 Nov Kirk Session Business Meeting 

    1 Dec Advent Sunday Communion 

  

Cameron 

  13 Oct  CLUSTER SERVICE AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH – 11 am 

  10 Nov     Remembrance Sunday 
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Prayer 

Will you come and follow me? WM June/July 2019, p. 9 
 

Will you come and follow me? 

Yes Lord, I will. 

Will you go where you don’t know? 

Yes Lord, I will. 

Will you leave yourself behind? 

Yes Lord, I will. 

‘Yes Lord, I will’ are words easy 

to say. Verbally or silently, 

consciously or unconsciously, 

most of us here have expressed 

such words as we have responded 

to your call to be your disciples. 

However easy they are to say, 

we recognise how hard it is to turn 

words into a way of life. 

Forgive us, help us, guide and steer us 

to be the disciples you need in this  

your kingdom.    Amen. 

 

Armistice Day 1919 -the first Armistice Day commenced with King 

George V, hosting a "Banquet in Honour of the President of the French 

Republic" on 10th November 1919. The first official Armistice Day events 

were subsequently held in the grounds of Buckingham Palace on the morning 

of 11th November 1919, which included a two-minute silence as a mark of 

respect for those who died in the war and those left behind. This would set the 

trend for a day of remembrance for decades to come.  

In Britain, beginning in 1939, the two-minute silence was moved to the 

Sunday nearest to 11th November in order not to interfere with wartime 

production should 11th November fall on a weekday. This became 

Remembrance Sunday.    Courtesy of Wikipedia 
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Chronicles of the St Leonard’s Treasurer 

 

I hope you have all had a good summer. Things have been quite quiet on 

the finance scene, but I think that is the lull before the storm as there are 

quite a few bigger outlays on the horizon! 

 

The Clydesdale Bank closed its branch in St Andrews in August. This now 

either means a trip to Dundee, where the queues are much longer, or 

depositing cash in the Post Office. Luckily, we have two branches here and 

so far, this has not been problematical but Christmas approaches! Cheques 

are deposited separately in a special envelope and take longer to arrive in 

the account.  

 

The Church is grateful for all offerings received, in any form, but can I ask 

you again, if yostu do not already do so, could you consider setting up a 

standing order? Bank account details can be obtained from myself or Jane, 

in the office. You do not need to be a tax payer to do this.  

The count teams and lead counts do a fantastic job on a Sunday. Thank 

you all! Please make their lot a little easier by making sure you have put 

away all your foreign coins after your holidays!  (we have quite a 

collection) Recently there have also been old £1 coins in the envelopes, 

which involves more work because they have to be bagged separately. 

 

At the end of the month I will be completing the budget for the third 

quarter. In the next magazine I will be able to give a better forecast as to 

whether we are on budget or facing a deficit like last year. 

Joan Peter 

Treasurer, St Leonard’s 
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St Leonard’s Parish Kids Page 

 

TOGETHER  - This coming year’s theme is ’TOGETHER’ and the kids will 

be working amongst themselves, with their leaders and volunteers as well 

as with our congregation and parish on a range of projects and fund-

raising activities. They will discover how working together can deliver many 

benefits - both for themselves and for the community.  
 

The children’s fund raising for the year ahead will be for Toilet Twinning. 

The church has seven toilets - so the children will be helping to raise funds 

that provides a twin for each. They’ll be challenging the congregation to 

match their fund raising so we can double up on the twinning to help those 

in a poor community, enabling families to build a basic toilet, have access 

to clean water and learn about hygiene … a vital combination that saves 

lives … together.  
 

Key dates for the calendar ... 

Harvest Festival & All Age Service on Sunday 29th September 

Half Term Break - there will be no gathering on Sundays 6th, 13th & 20th  

October 

Wee Service - Sunday 27th October at 9am in the Hall 

Remembrance Sunday Service - Sunday 10th November 

Wee Service & Bake Sale Sunday 24th November at 9am in the Hall 

Nativity Service - Sunday 15th December: rehearsals will be held in the 

preceding weeks and more details will be shared on the Kids’ Facebook 

page soon 

PLEASE REMEMBER … None of the above happens by chance. We have a 

very small team of volunteers who help to run our Sunday School groups 

and activities and they need new help to boost numbers and ensure they 

can provide the sessions on Sundays as well as events and opportunities 

outwith the regular gatherings. If you can spare some time, please get in 

touch with them via the Kids’ Facebook page - 

@StLeonardsChurchSundaySchool 
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STOP PRESS Fair Trade Christmas cards will 

be on sale  

Shortly. 



 

ST LEONARD’S PARISH CHURCH GALA WEEK 

If you had been passing St Leonard’s recently you may have been 

surprised to hear some very enthusiastic – and surprisingly musical – 

renditions of well-known Gilbert & Sullivan songs.  Led by talented 

students from the St Andrews G&S Society, over 80 members of St 

Leonard’s and Cameron Church, together with friends, families and 

neighbours from the parish joined for an outstanding sing-along that was 

the first of a series of events that marked our inaugural Gala Week from 

16-21 September.  And what a week it was …. 

The primary purpose was simply to provide an opportunity for 

fellowship for everyone in the parish and beyond.  Many of the ideas were 

the result of the Pentecost service held last year when we were invited to 

make suggestions (on a post-it, if you recall) as to how we might improve 

the life and well-being of our church.  The important thing for this week of 

events, however, was that each should be straightforward to organise, 

enjoyable for all and a source of fun and laughter for all ages within our 

congregation.  Depending on its success – or otherwise – a decision would 

then be made whether to include it as a regular celebration to mark the 

start of the new term. 

The first event was the previously mentioned G&S Sing-along and 

thanks to the efforts (and notable skill) of our students everyone enjoyed 

an excellent evening in the company of the Three Little Maids, a Modern 

Major General and several Pirates and Policemen.  Everyone left with a 

spring in their step, humming some very well-known tunes and full of 

admiration – and envy - for these young students, their musical abilities 

and boundless energy.  

The next lunchtime the hall resonated to a much more peaceful and 

relaxing sound as Sarah Brassey introduced 14 novices to the delights and 

benefits of ‘gentle yoga’.  Although there are reports that the Minister 

struggled at times when called upon to assume some of the more 

challenging positions, there was unanimous enjoyment of a pleasant, 

sociable and informative session during a busy day.   
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Later that evening the tempo and noise levels increased 

significantly as Gordon Mackenzie compered a boisterous Beetle Drive for 

over 30 kids and adults.  The well-deserved winner was Ian Sinclair, much 

to the disappointment of several participants who thought they had a good 

chance of securing the honour, but there was no doubt everyone enjoyed 

an excellent competition and some first class pizza.   

Finally, on the Saturday afternoon, there was the eagerly 

anticipated Cake Bake Competition and Afternoon Tea.  With 21 separate 

entries in 3 classes, an enormous amount of fantastic baking and over 50 

attendees, this was another tremendous success.  Jimmy Spankie (from 

Cameron) and Brodie Millar had the difficult (and somewhat sickly) job of 

judging the entries and eventually awarded prizes to Anne Tait (for the top 

Traditional cake), Christy Orr (for the most Creative entry) and Jackie 

Mackenzie (for the best ‘Free From…’ cake).  Photographs of these entries 

– and many others – will be displayed on the church noticeboard in the 

Hall where you will see for yourselves the quality of the cakes. 

The question we now need to consider is whether this becomes a 

regular event in the St Leonard’s calendar.  Certainly, there has been great 

support from across the congregation and from Cameron, and it has been 

a pleasure to welcome several new faces into our church.  But please let us 

know what you think and whether it is a worthwhile project for future 

years.  In the meantime, we are always open to suggestions for other 

events that might offer fellowship, enjoyment and fun for our congregation 

and the wider parish.    Eric Fraser 
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For those who enjoyed our Gala G&S Sing-Along led by the 

student G&S Society and asked about tickets for their next show, 

'The Sorcerer' is in The Byre Theatre, 28th -30th October. Tickets 

can be bought online (https://byretheatre.com/events/gs-society-

the-sorcerer/), over the phone (01334 475000), or in person at the 

box office. 



 

Desert Island Discs by Angus Peters 
 

   Music means everything to me, and I could not live without it. 

Fortunately, our TV does not go on until the evening so when I am in 

during the day, I can listen to Radio 3 or Classic fm. I have an extensive 

record and cd collection as well so I never weary. I have recently signed up 

with Spotify, which gives me an incredible choice not only of pieces but 

also of different performances. The choice of only 8 records has been very 

difficult for me so a lot of my choices are based on nostalgia from various 

situations in my life. 

   My father was very gifted musically and played both piano and organ. He 

could also play a full set of handbells, which he did publicly. Sadly, he died 

when I was 7 years old which was a great loss to me. I never inherited his 

playing ability, but his love of music was certainly handed down. 

   When I was in P7 at school in Aberdeen the Music Master must have 

heard something because he asked a classmate and myself to join the 

school Chamber choir. This was the start of my musical “Road to 

Damascus”. This small choir performed twice a year, the summer concert 

being in a small chapel in the Town Church. 

   My first choice reflects this experience, not because I think it is a 

wonderful sing, but it brings back such wonderful memories. The piece is 

Stanford’s Te Deum in B flat; I can still sing the melody without the 

music. At senior school, I also sang in the main choir and performed in   G 

& S shows which greatly broadened my experience.  

    When I was growing up we went to Church every Sunday and when I 

was in my mid teens a new organist and choirmaster was appointed who 

came with a great reputation. He brought some excellent singers with him 

and when I left school, he asked me to join the choir.  I soon learned that 

the choir was of a high standard and we would sing an introit and anthem 

every Sunday at morning and evening services.  
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Desert Island Discs continued from page 11 

   We always kept the ‘best” ones for the evening services and over the 

years sang a tremendous variety of anthems. My next choice reflects this 

period and I have chosen Herbert Howells’ wonderful Magnificat and 

Nunc Dimittis, Collegium Regale.  At that time, we were the only choir 

in Scotland other than Paisley Abbey to have sung it. I have a lovely 

recording of this by Trinity College Cambridge and this would come with 

me. 

   In my teens I started listening to jazz and my pals and I would go to a 

very active jazz club in Aberdeen, which got top line players from London.  

I still listen to a lot of jazz and have a particular interest in piano players 

where so many different styles are evident. My real favourite for years has 

been Bill Evans. He was classically trained and was at his peak during the 

late 50s and early 60s. Unfortunately, like many of his contemporaries he 

had a drug problem and died before his time. My next choice is not a solo 

performance, but of him playing on what is popularly regarded as the 

finest jazz album ever, Miles Davis’ ‘Kind of Blue’. My favourite track is 

‘Blue in Green’ where his piano playing is absolutely sublime. 

   I have sung in the St Andrews Chorus now for over 25 years and during 

that time have been lucky enough to sing a tremendous variety of choral 

music from Bach oratorios to Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast. I would want to 

take something to the desert island to remind me of this experience, but I 

found it exceedingly difficult to narrow the choice down to one piece. In 

the end I have chosen from my all-time favourite, Elgar’s  ‘Dream of 

Gerontius’ and that wonderful chorus ‘Praise to the Holiest’.  

   Since I was at school I have always enjoyed listening to organ music and 

obviously with my singing I have heard a lot. I remember whilst still at 

school at one of our concerts in the Aberdeen Music Hall one of the boys 

played ‘Transports de Joie’ from ’L’Ascension’ by the French organist and 

composer, Olivier Messiaen, which I thought was fantastic.  
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Desert Island Discs continued from page 12 

   Since then I have always enjoyed listening to Messiaen’s music and my 

next choice would be ‘Dieu parmi nous’ from his ‘ La Nativite du 

Seigneur’ played by Jennifer Bate. 

   If I could keep track of time on my island I would want a carol at 

Christmas time. One of my favourites is ‘Bethlehem Down’ by Peter 

Warlock, which I have sung on several occasions. The story goes the 

composer and his friend in the 1920s were desperate for beer money and 

composed this carol for a newspaper’s annual competition and won first 

prize. It is now reckoned to be one of the 20th century’s finest carols. 

   Many people will argue that the human voice is the greatest musical 

instrument of all and I would not disagree. My next choice provides a 

superb example of voice with the most sublime music. Gustav Mahler 

wrote some beautiful music perhaps none finer than his 5 Ruckert Lieder. I 

have chosen one with the wonderful Janet Baker singing with the Halle 

orchestra conducted by Sir John Barbirolli ‘Ich bin der Welt abhanden 

gekommen’ (I am lost to the world). 

   My last choice is pretty simple. Having sung and listened to anthems for 

over 60 years I never tire of singing John Stainer’s ‘God so loved the 

World’ from ‘The Crucifixion’. Perfection in words and music. 

   Choosing a favourite book was just a little easier. For years I have loved 

P G Woodhouse not only for his stories but his use of the English language. 

I have a copy of his “Golf Omnibus” a collection of his golfing short stories 

and this is something I could read and reread and still enjoy. 

   The choice of my luxury object would be easy. I would want an Internet 

radio (solar powered?).  Since I was a boy I have loved and listened to The 

Goon Show. On Internet radio there is a 24/7 channel broadcasting all their 

programmes on a loop so they are all there. Great bedtime listening. Also 

on Saturday evenings I would be able to check up on Aberdeen FC’s score! 

       Angus Peters   
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Embrace – Poetry Reading 
 

At 7.30pm on Saturday 16 November 2019 St Leonard’s is hosting a poetry 

reading in aid of Embrace the Middle East.  Andrew McLellan, a Patron of 

Embrace, writes:  
 

‘St Andrews is famous for poets and poetry, but even in St. Andrews an 

opportunity to hear two internationally recognised poets, Douglas Dunn 

and Anna Crowe, reading their work will be special.  After the reading 

there will be a book signing. 

      I am proud to be a Patron of Embrace, a charity tackling poverty and 

injustice in the Middle East.  It supports the most disadvantaged people, 

regardless of their faith. Together with local Christian communities 

Embrace is bringing lasting change through healthcare, education and 

community development projects. Embrace also advocates strongly against 

injustice and exclusion throughout the Middle East.   

   The Poetry Reading will support the efforts of Mark Calder, Embrace’s 

Scottish Regional Manager. Throughout this year Mark has been running 

fourteen “ultramarathons”, each retracing one of the ancient pilgrim routes 

of Scotland and Northern England. The distances range from 45 to 200 

miles. The very last ultramarathon starts in Edinburgh and finishes in St 

Andrews on the day of the Poetry Reading. The ultramarathons are raising 

money for Embrace to help displaced people returning to their cities 

previously occupied by the Islamic State in northern Iraq.  

   I am grateful to St Leonard’s for supporting Embrace by hosting the 

Poetry Reading.  I am delighted to be chairing it and look forward to 

meeting many friends, old and new.’ 

   Tickets will be on sale from Maureen Jack (07753805920), and at the 

door, priced £10 (or £5 for under 21s).   Tickets are also available online 

from Eventbrite: please go to https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/poetry-

reading-tickets-73124721009. 
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Christian Aid 2019  - St Andrews and District raised over £10,600; 

Scotland over £1,000.000 and the U.K. (incl Scotland) raised over 

£8,000,000+ with donations still coming in.  One mum in Sierra Leone 

Tenneh Bawoh, who lost her first child, has found that things have 

changed for the better with the help of Christian Aid and nurse Judith.  

   At our Autumn Meeting at Cameron, prayers were said for the mostly 

Muslim victims of the Rohingya Genocide in Myanmar, which has largely 

disappeared from the media, although some 625,000 refugees remain in 

Bangladesh- a country which can ill afford to shelter them.   A report from 

The Times of 9th Sept concerning the suffering caused by Hurricane Dorian 

in the Bahamas, including that of a traumatised mother rendered mute by 

seeing her husband and seven-year-old child drown, and another with 

bloodied scratches on her neck gouged by her daughter as she tried, in 

vain, to cling on before she was wrenched away by the current, was read. 

Prayers were said for the victims and for the agencies which are assisting, 

including U.S. search teams at Treasure Cay Air Strip and the Royal Navy 

Auxiliary Vessel, Mounts Bay.   There were prayers too for our own nation 

that a Brexit compromise might be found.  

   To get involved in campaigning and donating, email - caid.org.uk or send 

a cheque to Christian Aid, 41 George1V Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EL. Hear 

Our Prayer leaflets are on the notice board in the St Leonard’s church hall. 

The prayer for 6th October is" This Black History Month may we take time 

to lament the inhumanity and racism that underpins much of the poverty in 

the world today "Amen.  

   Business leaders with a Christian Faith have been invited to join SALT - 

the Christian Aid Business Network, to explore ways their own business can 

have a positive impact on the world. The Sale of Scottish Art and Books for 

Christian Aid is at St. Andrews and St. George's West Church ,13 George 

St. EH2 2PA from 24-26 October. Our Next Meeting is at 7.30 on Tuesday 

3rd December in St Leonard's Coffee Lounge when preparations will be 

made for our Christmas Function.   George Black 

     15 

 

Cameron Church Guild are looking forward very much to hearing our 

first three speakers of the new session, on the second Thursdays of 

October, November and December.   

10th October - we have a speaker from The Boys’ Brigade;  

14th November Lesley Meiklejohn will tell us about the Castle Furniture and 

Befriending Scheme;  

and in December, Rev Professor Ian Bradley will be speaking about The 

Fife Pilgrim Way.   

If anyone from either church would like to hear more, please come along 

and join us at 2.30 pm in Cameron village hall on these days.  You will be 

most welcome. 

 

St Leonard Church Guild is also looking forward to a new session, 

starting with our opening Harvest supper provided by the Committee  

and devotions led by Rev Graeme Beebee on Thursday 3rd October at 7.00 

pm.  

 

Thursday 17th October   7.30pm     

   The Story of the Violin Maker, Speaker, Lynda Colson 

Thursday 31st October   7.30pm          

The Pilgrimage Way,  Speakers   Peter Milne & Colin Chapman. 

Thursday 14th November 7.30pm          

  Boys Brigade, Project Speaker    Roy Daniels 

 

Saturday 30th  November 10.00 -11.30am   

  Christmas Sale & Coffee Morning in the Hall. 

Thursday 5th December  7.30pm               

  Christmas Meeting, The Swilcan Singers.     

   Lighthouse sales table. 

All members of the congregation and friends are welcome to attend any of 

our meetings. 
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This is follows on from Margot’s own memories in the Summer issue 

Margot Munro’s contribution to Cameron Kirk 

   Margot Munro retired as organist at Cameron last June, after 50 years of 

playing most Sundays, and for countless weddings and funerals over the 

years.  She saw lots of ministers come and go, particularly in the era 

before the Rev. Dr Alan Macdonald, when Cameron had a succession of 

enthusiastic newly-graduated divinity students wishing to enter the 

ministry, and several equally talented but more experienced retired 

ministers.  Margot took this all in her stride and provided a sense of 

continuity. 

   Margot has always been keen to be involved with the congregation, and 

willing to help with the Sunday School.  She was an invaluable part of the 

team who produced the nativity plays written mostly by the late Dr Barbara 

Murray, sharing her extensive knowledge of carols and tunes in the effort 

to find the best one possible, given the particular cast and plot.  The 

Cameron Christmas Choir lent its weight to the production, again ably 

rehearsed by Margot.   

   One story has entered the Cameron annals.  Margot often donned her 

academic gown for Sunday services, retiring to the information area behind 

the organ prior to the service to do this.  On one occasion quite a few 

decades ago, as she swept out and up to the organ to commence playing, 

the hem of her gown was caught in an open mouse-trap, which clamped 

itself firmly in place.  The trap remained, and was doubtless a source of 

much suppressed hilarity, until a member of the congregation removed it 

for her.  Perhaps renewed efforts were made thereafter to deal with the 

church mice!  

   On 16th June 2019, Margot was presented with a certificate, a cheque 

from Cameron members, and a tangible memento in the form of a drawing 

of the kirk by Peter Robinson, all tokens of appreciation of her long years 

of dedicated service.  We are glad to have Margot each Sunday now sitting 

with us in the pews, where she is able to enjoy singing the hymns – a 

novel experience for our retired organist.    
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Drawing of Cameron Kirk by Peter Robinson 

 

A thought in passing - The Small Isles, July 2019 by Marie Robinson 

   A recent holiday in the Inner Hebrides, on the Small Isles of Canna, 

Rum, Eigg and Muck, was memorable not least because of the wonderful 

scenery on this part of the west coast with mountainous islands set in a 

wide expanse of blue water.  Our travels set me thinking about the earliest 

Christian church there and the situation today, how in some ways they are 

very different yet in others the same. 

   The islands have fairly obvious links with the early Celtic church in the 

presence of ancient carved stone crosses (Eigg, Canna, and to a lesser 

extent, Rum and Muck), holy wells, and ‘bee-hive’ dwellings and caves 

where monks sought solitude.  Some place names reflect early habitations 

– e.g. Papadil on Rum, the valley of the priests.  Tourist leaflets are helpful 

in drawing visitors’ attention to these sites and to locations where carved 

stones have been placed for safe-keeping, such as Canna House. 

   Iona is the obvious destination for visitors interested in ‘Celtic 

Christianity’, but other monks besides Columba left Ireland in the 6th and 

7th centuries AD to travel and settle on the west coast of Scotland.   
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A thought in passing continued from page 18 

  Donnan is the saint particularly associated with Eigg.  A contemporary of 

Columba, he was murdered along with 52 of his monks in AD 617 at 

Kildonnan, reportedly at the command of the local Pictish queen.  By then, 

Donnan had travelled extensively on the west coast, and is remembered in 

place names as far north as Uist and Sutherland and south to Arran and 

Kintyre.  He was canonised in 1898.  Archaeological excavations in 2012 at 

Kildonnan on Eigg uncovered evidence of a fenced enclosure and burial 

ground typical of Celtic monasteries of the time. 

   Although the life of most monks was peaceable, taken up with cultivation, 

fishing, the daily routine of prayer and praise, the Inner Hebrides at that time 

were in a cultural frontier zone.  The Irish colony of Dalriata was established 

on the western mainland and extended over some islands, but the Picts ruled 

elsewhere in Scotland.  The Celtic missionaries sought to bring Pictish tribes 

into the fold by influencing the tribal rulers, and spreading the Christian 

message and ethic through teaching and example among the people.  New 

monasteries were established from Iona on Eigg and Canna in the mid 7th 

century.  However, the coming of the Vikings in the following century brought 

a new threat to the religious communities. 

   The Small Isles today are part of one Church of Scotland parish, North 

West Lochaber (www.nwlparish.org.uk).  It covers 350 square miles, 

encompassing Knoydart, Morar, Glenfinnan, Lochailort, Arisaig, Canna, Eigg, 

Muck, Rum, and Mallaig: St Columba’s and includes the ‘road to the isles’ and 

the ‘rough bounds’ of Knoydart. The Roman Catholic Diocese of Argyll and 

the Isles covers an even larger area. Travel here inevitably involves journeys 

on the ferries.  Church of Scotland Sunday services are held in Mallaig and 

Arisaig, and at times on the individual islands, and there are weekday 

activities in the community in different places.  Rev. Stewart Goudie, minister 

of North West Lochaber, sums up the mission thus: ‘In our walk with Christ 

we follow His example to come to Him, to follow Him, to wait on Him and to 

go for Him’.  The challenge of the Celtic missionary monks to take the Word 

to the people is a challenge pertinent today in all our parishes.  
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Help!!  Volunteers required for the St Leonard’s Flower Rota 

   It doesn't matter how good you are at flower arranging.  Would you be 

willing to take on responsibility for one week a year?  If you really feel you 

are unable to do the flowers yourself, you can always get the florist to do 

them for you. Then after the service deliver them to the chosen recipients.  

And again, if this is awkward, there are people who will help with 

delivering when necessary. 

   For those who are already on the Rota.  Thank you once again for being 

part of the Flower Ministry which is so appreciated by the Congregation 

and the recipients.   I shall be preparing next year's Rota in time for the 

next Magazine so could you please let me know if you are no longer able 

to continue on the Rota or if you would prefer to have a different week. 

Thank you again for your support    

                       Heather Cormack, St Leonard’s Flower Convenor 

 

      
 

SUNDAY COFFEES AND TEAS 

MORE HELPERS REQUIRED 
        

 

 

 

 

 

    If you are willing to help please contact May Watt at St Leonard’s or by  

Email:  maywatt25@btinternet.com      Tel:  472525   
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COME AND JOIN THE TEAM TO SERVE 

COFFEES AND TEAS 

AFTER THE SERVICE 

ON A SUNDAY MORNING  

IN ST LEONARD’S 

mailto:maywatt25@btinternet.com


 

A Helter-skelter in a Cathedral – shock, horror – social media frenzy, 

hold the presses! 

 

Well I visited Norwich 

Cathedral and I saw 

the helter-skelter and it 

was  not as shocking as 

might be imagined.  

There was no 

fairground music; also 

Norwich Cathedral is so 

big and divided by the 

North and South 

Transepts that the 50ft 

helter-skelter was out 

of sight and sound of 

the choir and chapels.  

The choristers were 

rehearsing and you 

would not have 

thought there was a 

different type of 

activity beyond the 

organ.   

 

 

It was actually rather impressive standing in the West Nave, described by 

one person as like a beacon of light.   There must be ways, short of a 

fairground ride which would encourage people to come into the church and 

look around.        Isobel Clifford 
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