
More News in the Pews... 

 “Well equipped spaces in the right places”...this is the name of a consolation 
and survey on the future building requirements of the Church of Scotland.  It’s 
been initiated by The General Trustees and is taking place across the Church, 
with the survey made available on-line for anyone to complete until this 
Thursday (31 October).  As part of this survey there is an information document 
on which the questions are based and which must be read before beginning the 
survey itself, via the link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/COSBuildingsPlan  
No paper submissions are possible.  The survey results will be presented to the 
General Trustees and the General Assembly as reflective of the views of the 
Church and so it is important that as wide an audience as possible expresses 
opinions. 

 Grasping the Nettle...this is the name of a group founded with the aim of 
promoting dialogue within church and society about belief in God, particularly 
in relation to science, challenging the idea that faith and science are 
incompatible.  They are holding an event at the Dundee Science Centre this 
Friday (1 November) at 7.30pm.  A public talk by Dr. Guy Consolmagno, 
Director of the Vatican Observatory, entitled ‘The History of Strange Ideas 
(Including God?)’.  The £5 ticket includes refreshments and light nibbles and can 
be bought on line at www.graspingthenettle.org/dundee 

 Fife Forum – New User Panel Members:  The Panel is looking for new 
members, in particular in the St Andrews area.  Ideally members will be aged 
70 or over, (although there may be younger members in some circumstances), 
using NHS or Social Work services.  The St Andrews Panel that meets once a 
month on the 3rd Tuesday of the month, from 2 – 3.30pm at St Andrews 
Community Hospital. Meetings are informal with topical speakers covering a 
range of subjects. Transport is provided and costs covered.  If you or someone 
you know would be interested in joining a Panel, please contact the Panel 
Facilitator, Wilma Anderson between Monday and Wednesday, either by email, 
wilma@fifeforum.org.uk or by ‘phone on 01592 724873. 
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27  October  2019 
A warm welcome to St Leonard’s…we hope that you will enjoy your time here 
and be refreshed by the presence of the Lord.  If you’re able to bide a while 
after today’s service then please come through to the hall for tea or coffee, a 
blether, and the chance to browse the Fair Trade Stall. 

 

Introit 

A Word to Welcome and Gather 

HYMN 160 Praise, my soul, the ling of heaven 

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Joel 2: 23  -  32   (p.862  OT) 

HYMN Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire 

Luke 18: 9  -  14   (p.78  NT) 

Anthem 

‘A Whispering Spirit’ 

HYMN 555 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

Offering & Dedication 

Sharing the Peace 

Prayers of Intercession, Care & Concern 

News in the Pews 

HYMN 594 Come, Holy Spirit, come! 

The Blessing 

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 

As we travel from this place; 
May the love of Jesus keep us 
Firm in hope and full of grace 

 



The Gathering 

One We gather in a faith shaped by trust: 

a faith that lives the questions, 

and understands the silence, 

and journeys together in expectation. 

We gather in a faith shaped by truth: 

a faith that lives with mystery, 

and recognises doubt, 

and comes together in hope, 

We gather in a faith shaped by love, 

and by all the questions we have 

and longings we hold on to. 

All We gather in the faith to worship God. 

 
Joel 2: 23  -  32 

Little is known about the prophet Joel – whose name means ‘the Lord is God’ – 
apart from the name of his father, Pethuel (Joel 1:1).  Indeed we cannot even be 
clear just when he lived, ‘though it seems likely that the book itself comes from 
the 4th or 5th century before Christ, during the time of the Persian Empire. 

Joel describes a terrible invasion of locusts and a devastating drought in Palestine.  
In these events Joel sees a sign of the coming Day of the Lord; a time when the 
Lord will punish those who stand in the way of his righteous will.  The prophet 
proclaims the Lord’s call to the people to repent, to turn their lives around, along 
with the promise to restore and bless the people.  This forms the back-drop to the 
verses we hear this morning, where the whole community are both challenged to 
think about their relationship with God and encouraged for the future: ‘Afterwards 
I will pour out my spirit on everyone: your sons and daughters will proclaim my 
message; the old will have dreams, the young will see visions.. (2:28) 

Luke 18: 9  - 1 4 

After centuries of lazy stereotyping about the ‘Pharisees’ it is very difficult for us to 
come to them with respect and fresh eyes.  The parable of the Pharisee and the 
tax-collector disrupts our stereotypes.  However, to appreciate this, we need to try 
to see it through the eyes of Jesus’ early audiences. 



In that context, the Pharisee in the parable behaves unexpectedly. He would not 
be expected to pray so dismissively of others in the community.  Equally, the great 
‘sin’ of the tax-collector was to turn his back on the community.  It is likely to have 
come as a shock to Jesus’ audience that this man is in the Temple at all.  The 
Temple might have been there for the whole community, but to hear that a tax-
collector – one who is working for the Romans – is in there would have been a 
shock.  Then Jesus says that it is the tax-collector who is right with God.  This is 
dynamite!  For his early audiences, it would have been clear that the Pharisee – 
who we hear gives more than is required to support the community – is justified. 

The tax-collector might be quite sincere, but does he deserve to be seen as right 
with God?  Jesus’ parable concludes with a commentary about blessing being for 
those who humble themselves.  This supplies one answer as to why the tax-
collector is justified rather than the Pharisee. Jesus challenges us further: whether 
we are self-righteous or self-abasing, are we prepared for the demands of God’s 
community?  It will involve us being prepared to be changed by God. 

 

A Crèche is available for pre-school aged children. 

News in the Pews 

 Next Sunday (3 November) we gather to share our faith and worship at the 
usual time of 11.15am. 

And then looking ahead to the following Sunday, which is, of course 
Remembrance Sunday (10 November) our Service of Remembrance will begin 
twenty minutes earlier than usual, at 10.50am to allow us to come together 
with people across the British Isles in observing the two minutes silence at 
11.00am.  There will be a Retiring Collection in aid of Poppy Scotland. 

 Local Church Review:  As people will be aware, along with the other 
congregations in the St. Andrew’s Cluster, St. Leonard’s has been involved in a 
Local Church Review over the last year, a process that is now entering its final 
stages.  As parts of this, the LCR Team are meeting with the Kirk Session this 
coming Tuesday (29 October) at 7.00pm in the hall.  This is an open meeting 
and so anyone in the congregation who would like to come along and be part 
of it will be very welcome. 
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