
More News in the Pews... 

 Poetry at St. Leonard’s: Poetry reading by Douglas Dunn and Anna Crowe, 7.30pm, 
Saturday 16 November 2019 in St Leonard’s Church.  It’s in aid of Embrace the Middle 
East: a Christian charity helping people of all faiths and none to free themselves from lives 
of poverty and injustice, working alongside local Christian communities to bring lasting 
change to the Middle East through healthcare, education and community development 
projects.   Tickets £10 (£5 for under 21s) on the door or from Maureen Jack. 

 Church Magazine : The deadline for the Christmas/New Year edition of the St Leonard's 
and Cameron magazine, which will cover December, January & February, is Sunday 17 
November.  We’d welcome any items, activities or stories which may be of interest to 
other members of the congregation, and if you have anything that fits the bill then email it 
to the editor, Isobel Clifford at stlcnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk 

 Sheilas Wheels: We’re always on the lookout for volunteers to drive the Sheilas' Wheels 
Minibus: a service which allows us to transport wheel chair dependent members to St 
Leonard’s on a Sunday morning.  Currently, we have 10 in our team of drivers and helpers 
but it would be great to have more to call upon.  Anyone interested should contact Brian 
Gray for further information.  Tel: 01334 473884.  Email: brianwgray44@gmail.com 

 A date for your diary: St. Leonard’s Guild Christmas Sale & Coffee Morning will be taking 
place on St. Andrews Day, Saturday 30 November, in the hall from 10.00 until 11.30am.  So 
make a note in your diary or on your kitchen calendar, or set a reminder on your mobile 
‘phone and come along with family and friends to enjoy a cup of coffee or tea and be 
tempted by the good things on the stalls. 

 Fife Forum – New User Panel Members:  The Panel is looking for new members, in 
particular in the St Andrews area.  Ideally members will be aged 70 or over, (although 
there may be younger members in some circumstances), using NHS or Social Work 
services.  If you or someone you know would be interested in finding out more, please 
contact the Panel Facilitator, Wilma Anderson between Monday and Wednesday, either by 
email, wilma@fifeforum.org.uk or on 01592 724873. 

 Easy fundraising: If you do any shopping online you can raise funds for St Leonard's at the 
same time, without it costing you any extra.  Just go to easyfundraising.org.uk and select 
your charity of choice (St Leonard's Kirk) and then shop as usual - just about all the 
websites you might use are there; no forms to fill, but a small percentage of your spend is 
passed on by the retailer to the charity. 

St. Leonard’s Online 

Website: stleonardschurchstandrews.com 

Facebook: @stleonardsandcameron 

New Email address: stlencam@gmail.com 
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A warm welcome to St Leonard’s…we hope that you will enjoy your time here 
and be refreshed by the presence of the Lord.  If you’re able to bide a while 
after today’s service then please come through to the hall for tea or coffee, a 
blether, and the chance to browse the Fair Trade Stall. 

 

Introit 

A Word to Welcome and Gather 

HYMN 623 Here in this place 
new light is streaming (omit v.3) 

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Habakkuk 1: 1 – 4; 2: 1 - 4   (p.886  OT) 

Anthem 

Luke 19: 1  -  10   (p.79  NT) 

‘A light shining through’ 

HYMN 748 Through saints we glimpse the light of Christ 
(Tune  695  O Waly Waly) 

Offering & Dedication 

Sharing the Peace 

A Wee Word 

HYMN 174 God of great and God of small 

Prayers of Intercession, Care & Concern 

News in the Pews 

HYMN 702 Lord, in love and perfect wisdom 

The Blessing 

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 
As we travel from this place; 
May the love of Jesus keep us 



Firm in hope and full of grace 

The Gathering  

One Come, let us worship God our maker, 

our strength, our shield, 

our hiding place: 

the one whose love sustains us in our need. 

All Let us seek God’s face today. 

One Let us Pray: 

Loving God, we gather together 

in our weakness and in our strength, 

celebrating each other’s faith 

and sharing our struggles. 

All We long to hear what you have to say; 

give us ears to listen, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2:1-4  

The Prophet Habakkuk is the eighth of the twelve ‘minor prophets’ in the Hebrew 
Bible.  Very little is known about him, but his five oracles about the Chaldeans (i.e. 
the Babylonians) suggest that he was active around 612 BC.  Some scholars have 
concluded that Habakkuk was probably based in Jerusalem and operated as one of 
the visionaries in the first Temple. 

These verses begin with the prophet imploring the Lord and posing a great 
question: ‘Why is injustice allowed to prevail?’  Habakkuk was greatly perturbed by 
the Lord’s apparent failure to act.  Yet, within himself, the prophet believed that 
God hadn’t abandoned God’s people and would eventually send an answer.  In 
time the Lord did provide a message of assurance, confirming ‘...  there is still a 
vision for the appointed time.’  Far from abandoning God’s faithful people, God’s 
purposes of justice would yet prevail 

Luke 19.1-10 

After last week’s fictional hero, Luke introduces us to a real tax collector.  Jesus has 
already been criticised for mixing with his kind (Luke 5:30; 15:1ff.).  Zacchaeus 
becomes an unlikely role model for rich Christians in Luke’s church, a perfect foil 



for the respectable and well-intentioned rich man who is unable to rise to Jesus’ 
demands and who is left disappointed (18:18-23). 

The Romans contracted out the collection of taxes to locals.  As chief tax collector 
in the Jericho area, Zacchaeus would have further subcontracted the work.  Taxes 
were levied on a wide range of goods and services – land, agricultural produce, 
fish, imports and exports – as well as on individuals.  Collection was open to abuse 
from the additional levies that tax collectors were free to impose.  This was a risky 
business run by disreputable people, some of whom profited greatly at the 
expense of their own people.  So it is not difficult to imagine why Zacchaeus and 
his kind were regarded with such widespread contempt. 

We are not told why Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus.  And Jesus seems to take at 
least as much initiative (v.10), thereby realising the message of the parables of the 
‘lost’ in chapter 15.  If the fractured family of Abraham is to be healed, a spirit of 
compassion is needed (see 18:13).  For his part, Zacchaeus is prepared to invest his 
commission in the poor, as well as the victims of the unfair economics that he 
represents (he pays back far more than the law of restitution in Leviticus 6:5 and 
Numbers 5:7 requires). 

The story shows how hospitality and generosity are among the hallmarks of a 
down-to-earth vision of salvation that would surely fulfil the hopes of Isaiah and 
the prophets.  Indeed in one of his books, Rowan Williams points to the 
significance of Jesus’ being on the receiving end of hospitality here (vv.6-8).  Jesus’ 
welcome sets people free to invite him into their lives, and to embrace others, too. 
This turns Communion into a parable of salvation, in which, Rowan Williams says, 
‘we are welcomed and we welcome; we welcome God and we welcome our 
unexpected neighbours’. 

 

A Crèche is available for pre-school aged children. 

News in the Pews 

 Next Sunday (10 November) is Remembrance Sunday and we will come together our 
Service of Remembrance at 10.50am, twenty-five minutes earlier than usual to allow us to 
come together with people across the British Isles in observing the two minutes silence at 
11.00am.  There will be a Retiring Collection in aid of Poppy Scotland. 

 Hosting Hope will be offering a free fellowship meal at St Andrews United Football & Social 
Club, in Langlands Road, tomorrow (Monday 4 November) from 5.30pm.  Whether you are 
able to volunteer to help with food preparation in the kitchen from 4.00pm, or to join 
others from all over town to eat in company, all are welcome. 



 New Free Will Offering Envelopes: FWO Envelopes for 2020 are in the front pew of the 
side aisle for Elders to collect and distribute. 


