
A Crèche is available for pre-school aged children. 

We’ll be Decking the Halls and decorating the Church for Christmas this coming Friday 
(6 December) from 10am and shall be very grateful for donations of suitable greenery, 
and in a spirit of ‘the more the merrier’ there’s an open invitation to anyone who’d like 
to come along, join the fun and lend a hand. 

News in the Pews... 

 Next Sunday (8 December) we will gather at 11.15am to share our faith and worship, to 
light the second candle on our Advent Wreath and bless our Christmas Tree on its first 
Sunday. 

And looking ahead to the following Sunday (15 December) although our morning worship 
takes place at the usual time of 11.15am, the worship itself will be anything but ‘usual’ as 
the young people from St. Leonard’s and Cameron come together for this year’s Nativity: ‘A 
Baby Comes to Town’  This promises to be a very special joint service and so we hope 
everyone will bring along their family and friends to share in it...and if you’re looking for an 
excuse to wear your Christmas jumper, then this is the service to wear it. 

 Christmas Choir: Our Choir began preparing for Christmas this morning and they’d like to 
invite anyone who’d like to join them for this special season to come along to their next 
rehearsal, next Sunday morning (8 December) at 9.45am in the Session Room. 

 Advent Discussion Group: This coming Tuesday (3 December) an Advent Discussion Group 
is meeting in St. Leonard’s Coffee Lounge from 10.30am until 12noon to explore different 
themes around the Christmas gospel; thinking about traditional and modern values, and the 
challenges these bring to our faith.  All are welcome. 

 Christian Aid Group: There’s to be a meeting of the group this Tuesday (3 December) at 
7.30pm in the St. Leonard’s Coffee Lounge.  All welcome. 

 St. Leonard’s Guild: The Guild are looking to their Christmas meeting, this coming Thursday 
(5 December) at 7.30pm, and an evening of Christmas music with the Swilcan Singers, 
Conductor Joyce McIver.  An open invitation is extended to all the congregation and friends 
where a warm welcome awaits you.  The Lighthouse table will be available for Christmas 
gifts during the inevitable cup of tea. 

 Service of Six Lessons and Carols: On Friday 13 December 2019 at 2pm, St Leonard’s Church 
is playing host to a Service of Lessons & Carols which is being organised by the Guilds of the 
St Andrews Cluster Churches.  Tea and mince pies will be served in the hall after the service 
and everyone is invited to come. 

 Easy fundraising: If you do any shopping online you can raise funds for St Leonard's at the 
same time, without it costing you any extra.  Just go to easyfundraising.org.uk and select 
your charity of choice (St Leonard's Kirk) and then shop as usual - just about all the websites 
you might use are there; no forms to fill, but a small percentage of your spend is passed on 
by the retailer to the charity.  If you would like help with this, please contact the Office. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/pIRvCMwqACPWVjHkeUWX?domain=easyfundraising.org.uk


St. Leonard’s Parish Church 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

    
1  December  2019 

A warm welcome to St Leonard’s…we hope that you will enjoy your time here 
and be refreshed by the presence of the Lord.  Today we share in the bread 
that is blessed and broken and the wine that is blessed and poured, and all who 
hold Christ in their hearts are welcome in fellowship at His Table.  If you’re able 
to bide a while after today’s service then please come through to the hall for 
tea or coffee, a blether, and the chance to browse our Fair Trade Stall. 

 

Introit 

A Word to Welcome 

The First Candle of Advent 

HYMN 477 Lo, he comes with clouds descending 

Prayer 

Isaiah 2: 1  -  5   (p.641  OT) 

Anthem 

Matthew 24: 36  -  44   (p.26  NT) 

‘A Road to Peace’ 

Offering & Dedication 

Sharing the Peace 

Prayer of Preparation 

HYMN 659 Put peace into each other’s hands 
(Tune: St Columba  598) 

The Communion 

HYMN 303 It came upon the midnight clear 

The Blessing 

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 



An Advent Communion 

All Who is invited to the Lord's Table? 

One All are invited; 
the young and the old, 
the rich and the poor, 
the lowest and the least; 
sinners and saints together in communion. 
So come find your place here 
where there are no strangers or foreigners, 
no outsiders or gatecrashers, 
only brothers and sisters in faith, 
sisters and brothers in the God’s family. 

All Why do we give thanks at this table? 

One We give thanks because Jesus showed us the way. 
We give thanks because Jesus is the Way; 
and so with all those who watch and wait through these days 
we join our voices to sing the song of heaven: 

All Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest 

One We sing because Jesus was a gift from God for the world, 
because He was called Emmanuel, “God with us”. 
He came to live among us as one of us; 
He came to save us from our sins; 
to live a life of thankfulness, 
and to give his life as a sacrifice for many. 
And so we give thanks that he is our Saviour, 
that He is Christ the Lord. 

All Why do we eat and drink at this table? 

One We eat because on the night before Jesus died, 
he ate with his friends. 
He gave them bread and said, 
“This is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 



At that same meal he took a cup of wine and said, 
“Drink this cup. This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sin.” 

All What do we remember at this table 

One We remember Jesus’ birth and his presence as God with us. 
We remember Jesus’ life and his love. 
We remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. 
We remember the resurrection and the promise of life. 
We remember that we are waiting in hope for Jesus to return. 

Let us pray: 

One God of grace, thank you for this bread and wine, 
and for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

God of hope, fill us with your Spirit today, 
and bless us that we might have the wisdom 
to comprehend the mystery of this Table, 
and the depth and the height 
and the breadth and the length of your love for us. 

Through this bread and wine, 
strengthen us to be followers of Jesus, 
a community of peace in a broken world. 

All Let it be, Lord.  Amen 

One Let us pray for the coming of the kingdom as Jesus taught us… 

All Our Father, which art in heaven… 

The Bread - a symbol of our service: 
a mark of care and compassion in this place 

The Wine - a symbol of our remembering: 
a mark of healing and renewal in our lives. 

One Jesus, Lamb of God  All Have mercy on us. 
One Jesus, Bearer of our sins All Have mercy on us. 
One Jesus, Redeemer of the world All Grant us peace 

One The bread is broken for us to take. 
All Let us take it in faith. 
One The wine is poured for us to share. 
All Let us share it in fellowship 



The First Candle of Advent 

One The nights are fair drawing in - 
but as shadows lengthen, 
the light of Advent shines. 

All We are counting down the days, 
looking forward in anticipation. 
The clock is ticking, and we want to be ready. 

One What are we waiting for? 

All We wait for God to come amongst us; 
to sit down in our midst and share our humanity. 
The time is surely coming, 
when, at last, we will walk in the way of peace. 

The Candle is lit 

HYMN 477 Lo, he comes with clouds descending 

 

Isaiah 2: 1 - 5 

This poem of universal peace (vv.2-4) is also found in Micah (4:1-3) and its striking 

vision stands out from the more typical expectation of other nations’ humiliation.  

Later, Joel 3:10-11 reverses the imagery, ironically urging the nations to beat 

ploughshares into swords and pruning hooks into spears, confident of victory for 

the Lord’s warriors!  But the poem has become truly popular only relatively 

recently.  It is, for example, inscribed on a sculpture placed in 1959 at the entrance 

to the United Nations building in New York.  Its hope is that the whole world will 

walk in the light of Israel’s Lord, whose word is instruction (torah/law, v.3 – see 

Psalm 119: 102-106) to love God and neighbour. 

Matthew 24: 36 - 44 

At the beginning of Matthew 24, Jesus warns his disciples not to follow false 

messiahs.  This is the context for the rather frightening vision of some being taken 

and some left behind when the Son of Man comes. 



Matthew is probably writing eighty or so years follow Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, at a time when the first generation of Jesus’ followers had died, and 

the early expectation of Jesus’ return (see Mark 9:1) had begun to pass. 

Matthew’s apocalyptic writing is less urgent than Mark’s, perhaps because he 

believes that the Church still has a significant job to do – as outlined in the 

disciples’ final commission (28:16-20).  Nonetheless, he warns his readers to be 

watchful and alert for the coming of the Son of Man. 

When they write about the return of the Son of Man, the Gospels draw on Daniel 

7:13-14: ‘I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And he 

came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. To him was given 

dominion and glory and kingship; that all peoples, nations, and languages should 

serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and 

his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.’  It’s a glorious celebration of the 

coming kingdom and the fulfilment of God’s plan for the whole world. 

Matthew’s Gospel as a whole tells the story of the kingdom drawing near in Christ 

– in the present as well as the future.  So we are invited to be watchful now, for 

the Christ who is always with us (28:20) and for the kingdom that is always 

drawing near, wherever he is.  In the following chapter Matthew will tell the story 

of the sheep and the goats, challenging his readers to recognise Jesus in ‘the least 

of my brothers and sisters’ and to respond by caring for them in very practical 

ways. This is how the kingdom comes, and it begs the question: will we, are we be 

sufficiently alert to see the crucial part that we are called to play in it? 
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