
A Crèche is available for pre-school aged children. 

Please note that the Church Office will be closed this Thursday, 12 December. 

News in the Pews... 

 Next Sunday (15 December) although our morning worship takes place at the usual time of 
11.15am, the worship itself will be anything but ‘usual’ as the young people from St. 
Leonard’s and Cameron come together for this year’s Nativity: ‘A Baby Comes to Town’.  
This promises to be a very special joint service and so we hope everyone will bring along 
their family and friends to share in it...and if you’re looking for an excuse to wear your 
Christmas jumper, then this is the service to wear it. 

 Christmas Choir: Our Choir began preparing for Christmas this morning and they’d like to 
invite anyone who’d like to join them for this special season to come along to their next 
rehearsal, next Sunday morning (15 December) at 9.45am in the Session Room. 

 Advent Discussion Group: This coming Tuesday (10 December) an informal discussion group 
meets in St. Leonard’s Coffee Lounge from 10.30am until 12noon to explore different 
themes around Christmas, and what they mean for us. Come and share your thoughts and 
beliefs on the meaning of Christmas.  Tea and coffee is provided and all are welcome.  
Contact either Ian Black (478568) or George Black (474872) for more information. 

 Service of Six Lessons and Carols: This coming Friday (13 December) at 2pm, St Leonard’s 
Church is playing host to a Service of Lessons & Carols which is being organised by the 
Guilds of the St Andrews Cluster Churches.  Tea and mince pies in the hall after the service 
and everyone is invited to come. 

 Carol-singing at the Community Hospital: This coming Wednesday (11 December) people 
from across the church community of St. Andrews are coming together to sing carols for an 
hour (2 until 3pm) in the foyer at the Community Hospital.  If you would like to come along 
it would be great to have you there. 

 Why not come a’ Wassailing... St. Leonard’s and Cameron are going Carol singing at the St 
Andrews House Care Home on Monday 16 December at 6.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to 
join in - enthusiasm is all that is required!  Please meet at the care home. 

 Carols at Morrisons: Perhaps not as well known as ‘Carols from Kings’, but the St. Andrews 
Cluster Churches are to be Carol-singing at the entrance to Morrisons Supermarket on 
Friday 20 December between 5.30 and 6.30pm.  If anyone in the congregation would like to 
take part please have a word with Graeme. 

 Easy fundraising: If you do any shopping online you can raise funds for St Leonard's at the 
same time, without it costing you any extra.  Just go to easyfundraising.org.uk and select 
your charity of choice (St Leonard's Kirk) and then shop as usual - just about all the websites 
you might use are there; no forms to fill, but a small percentage of your spend is passed on 
by the retailer to the charity.  If you would like help with this, please contact the Office. 
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A warm welcome to St Leonard’s…we hope that you will enjoy your time here 
and be refreshed by the presence of the Lord.  If you’re able to bide a while 
after today’s service then please come through to the hall for tea or coffee, a 
blether, and the chance to browse our Fair Trade Stall. 

 

Introit 

A Word to Welcome 

Blessing the Tree 

The Second Candle of Advent 

HYMN 273 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

Prayer 

Isaiah11: 1  -  10   (p.650  OT) 

HYMN 472 Come, thou long expected Jesus 
(Tune: Cross of Jesus) 

Matthew 3: 1  -  12   (p.2  NT) 

Anthem 

‘A Road to Transformation’ 

HYMN 241 Isaiah the prophet has written of old 

Offering & Dedication 

Sharing the Peace 

Prayer of Preparation 

HYMN 295 Who would think that what was needed 
(Tune: Scarlet Ribbons) 

The Blessing 

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 



 

The Second Candle of Advent 

One The nights are fair drawing in - 
but as shadows lengthen, 
the light of Advent shines. 

All We are counting down the days, 
looking forward in anticipation. 
The clock is ticking, and we want to be ready. 

One What are we waiting for? 

All We wait for God to come amongst us; 
to sit down in our midst and share our humanity. 

The Candle is lit 

HYMN  

 

Isaiah 11: 1 - 10 

The image of a tree is an ambiguous biblical symbol.  A tree signifies strength, 
power, beauty, long life and great blessing; but the tree can also signify pride and 
arrogance and surprising vulnerability – because a mighty tree can be cut down by 
someone with an axe.  Something that was once great and majestic has been 
reduced to a pathetic, ugly stump.  The translations ‘stem’ (in the King James 
Version, well-known through carol services that often use this reading), ‘stock’ 
(used in the Jerusalem Bible) rather than ‘stump’ in verse 1, though not incorrect, 
confuse the image and idea of something having been brought low.  

The tree metaphor has been carried over from the previous chapter.  When Isaiah 
looked at the way people were living, and at the conduct of the kings and at the 
arrogance of nations like Assyria, he compared the whole situation to a forest that 
needed to be cleared away (Chapter 10).  He said, ‘Look, the Sovereign, the Lord of 
hosts, will lop the boughs with terrifying power; the tallest trees will be cut down, 
and the lofty will be brought low, (10:33).  Then, in 11:1, he refers to what remains 
of the Davidic monarchy as the ‘stump of Jesse’, and goes on to contrast this with 
the ideal characteristics for a leader of God’s people.  With such a leader, the 
people could at last know peace and security. 



Isaiah looked back to the vision that inspired the choice of David, the youngest 
child of an ordinary family, as the future king.  Isaiah even managed to see hope 
for the future in the catastrophic decline of Judah.  The things that were fast 
disappearing were not the truly important things. 

Matthew 3: 1 - 12 

John the Baptist also used the imagery of trees being chopped down as he called 
on people to rediscover what it really meant to be the children of Abraham.  It is as 
if he is saying, ‘Don’t you remember how it all started? Don’t you remember what 
God said to Abraham? “I will bless you and make your name great so that you will 
be a blessing… In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’’’ (Genesis 12: 2-
3).  The Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ day had lost sight of this original 
concept.  They didn’t go out of their way to explore how they might be a source of 
blessing even to other Judeans, let alone to the people of other nations. 

Significantly, when Matthew gives us Jesus' lengthy denunciation of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, (Matthew 23:1-36) it will contain the same images as are found 
here.  Things are very much black and white for Matthew and the baptism 'with 
fire' surely refers to the last judgement, as in Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43 where 
the weeds are gathered into bundles and burned at harvest time.  Isaiah had been 
equally decisive, promising righteous judgement for the poor, but 'to strike the 
earth' (probably this should read 'the ruthless' in order to make a better 
comparison with the next line) and 'kill the wicked' (Isaiah 11:4). 

Links between the readings. 

The picture we are given in Isaiah 11.6 isn’t merely one in which dangerous, 
predatory animals (and people, and situations) become benign but, rather, it 
shows the weaker, more vulnerable creature in control.  The wolf will live with the 
lamb – a better translation of the Hebrew word gar is the English sojourn – 
implying that it will be the lamb’s guest; the leopard approaches the kid and lies 
down, and oversight of all this is given to the very last person you would expect – a 
little child.  This is the great reversal we find described in the Magnificat (Luke 1: 
46-55), the kind of reversal that oppressed, powerless, destitute, terrorised people 
all over the world long to see. When we recognise Jesus Christ as fulfilling the 
prophecy of Isaiah, we are acknowledging him as the leader who will bring about 
this great reversal. 
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