
More News in the Pews... 

 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:  To mark this year’s Week of Prayer, some of the 
churches in St. Andrews are hosting Prayer events each evening, from tomorrow, Monday 
20 through to Friday 24, January.  Starting at 7.30pm and lasting no longer than 30 minutes, 
the focus will be around the theme ‘Unusual Kindness’, inspired by the narrative of this 
biblical island given in Acts and the hospitality given to St Paul.  All are welcome. 

Mon 20 Holy Trinity Church 

Tues 21 Hope Park and Martyrs Church 

Wed 22 The Baptist Church, on South Street 

Thurs 23 St. James’ Church, on The Scores 

Fri 24  All Saints’ Church, access off North Castle Street 

 Community Hub Open Day and EGM:  The North East Fife Community Hub is holding an 
Open Day this coming Wednesday (22 January) from 2 until 6pm at Saint Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church Hall, on Queens Gardens.  Come along to find out more about the 
Community Café and take part in our consultation about our plans for a Community Hub at 
the St David’s Centre, Albany Park!  Refreshments available.  They are looking forward to 
seeing you! 

And then on Wednesday evening there is to be an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
North East Fife Community Hub at St. Andrews Episcopal Church at 6.30pm for the purpose 
of amending two of the charity’s articles.  All are welcome, but if you would like further 
information, it is available via the Church Office. 

 All Age Quiz: The Communication, Welcome and Fellowship Action Group are organising 
their first fellowship event - an All Age Quiz in the Church Hall on Friday 21 February at 7 
pm.  Teams of up to 6 people are invited - form your own team or just come along and we 
will join you up! Cost is   £5 per head for adults, children free.  The evening will begin with a 
welcome drink and end with tea/coffee and tray bakes, all proceeds for Church funds.  Entry 
forms will be available next week.  Entries and enquiries to Muriel Gray (473884 or 
muriel.gray16@gmail.com).  Come along and bring your friends and family! 

 Yoga: Following on from the success of the taster session at our Gala Week in September, 
we are considering holding a regular Yoga class for all abilities and agilities!  The plan is for 
the class to run on a Thursday, between 11.30-12.30 (roughly 45 minutes movement then 
15 minutes breathing and relaxation).  The cost would be £5 per class with 6 or fewer 
people coming along, £4 per class if there were more than 6; and there is also an 
opportunity to get a class pass to give regular attendees a discount.  If you are interested 
and would like to be kept informed about this class, please write your name and contact 
details on the list on the clipboard in the hall. 
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A warm welcome to St Leonard’s…we hope that you will enjoy your time here 
and be refreshed by the presence of the Lord.  If you’re able to bide a while 
after today’s service then please come through to the hall for tea or coffee and 
a blether. 

 

Introit 

A Word to Welcome and Gather 

HYMN 130 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim 

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Isaiah 49: 1  -  7    (p.689  OT) 

Anthem 

John 1: 29  -  42  (p.88.  NT) 

‘Mrs. Gammons Revisited’ 

HYMN  Lord, you called disciples 

Offering & Dedication 

Sharing the Peace 

A Wee Word 

HYMN 567 Focus my eyes on you, O Lord 

Prayer of Intercession, Care & Concern 

News in the Pews 

HYMN 680 You are called to tell the story 

The Blessing 

HYMN 786 May the God of peace go with us 
As we travel from this place; 
May the love of Jesus keep us 
Firm in hope and full of grace 



The Gathering 

One Come and see...Come and see! 

All We come to see for ourselves who Jesus is. 

One Come and see...Come and see! 

All We come with open hearts to experience His presence 

One Come and see...Come and see! 

All We come with open minds to learn of His way 

One Come and see...Come and see! 

All We come to deepen our relationship with God. 
We come to worship. 

 

Isaiah 49:1  -  7  In this passage  -  what is known as the second ‘Servant Song’  -  Isaiah calls 
the nations to listen to God’s purpose.  In language that echoes the story of Jacob in Genesis 
25:23 and 32:28, he declares that Israel was called, named, created and chosen to be God’s 
people and to act as a servant bringing God’s glory and blessing to the whole world.  However, 
the Israel that now finds itself in exile is far from the ideal (Isaiah 43:22-24; chapter 48).  
However, God isn’t going to give up on his people, and has mounted a rescue mission to bring 
them back to him.  He will restore the survivors of exile to the land for a purpose: to be a light 
for a deliverance that reaches far beyond the borders of Israel.  That purpose will be 
accomplished because of God’s own faithfulness to his promises. 

John 1: 29  -  42  Only Matthew and Luke tell us anything about Jesus life before his ministry, 
and even they are don’t go beyond stories of his birth and brief glimpses of childhood.  Like 
Isaiah’s servant, Jesus waited until the time was right, hidden in the back-of-beyond.  The 
beginning of John’s Gospel revolves around the theme of revelation: the light (vv.5,9), the 
Word (v.1) revealed through John the Baptist’s words (v.29).  

Unlike the other Gospel writers, John doesn’t touch on Jesus’ baptism.  He is more concerned 
with the testimony, the witness of John the Baptist and others to Jesus; to who they say he is.  
And in doing that, John offers three images to help disciples make sense of Jesus unique 

relationship with God. 

So Jesus is blessed with God’s Spirit, constantly in dynamic relationship with God.  Jesus is the 
Lamb of God, referring to the Passover lamb whose blood saved the people of Israel from 
death (Exodus12).  And He is the Son of God, God’s agent, active on God’s behalf.  

This God-centred relationship focuses on humanity in Jesus’ offer of forgiveness (v.29), unlike 
the other Gospels, where John’s baptism enables repentance.  When someone acknowledges 
Jesus, life changes immediately. John’s disciples switch allegiance to Jesus immediately they 
hear John describe him as ‘Lamb of God’.  



Jesus uses every day, ordinary language that carries a huge weight of meaning.  ‘What are you 
looking for?’ (v.38) is a straightforward enough question, but one that goes straight to the 
heart of things. 

Likewise the simple invitation ‘Come and see’ picks up on John’s images of light and seeing at a 
cosmic level.  The Gospel uses the same word for ‘stay’ and ‘remain’ (v.39) as for ‘abide’ 
(e.g.15:4), slipping between being with Jesus and being part of him.  And Simon’s nickname 
recalls Adam naming creation; in Jesus, there is new creation (see 2 Corinthians 5.17). 

Lord, you called disciples 
(Tune  Aurelia  739) 

Lord, you called disciples, proclaiming, “Come and see!” 

And so an invitation began your ministry. 

Then Andrew called his brother, and Peter came to you; 

More men and women followed, and little children, too. 

You met a busy woman out in the noon-day sun. 

You shared God’s love, you listened; you told all she had done. 

She called her friends and neighbours and brought them face to face 

With you, the living water, the bearer of God’s grace. 

O Christ, your invitation has reached from year to year! 

Through some who heard you calling, a church was founded here. 

As faithful people served you so many years ago, 

They soon invited others; your church began to grow. 

God, by your Holy Spirit, now send us in your name 

To serve the lost and outcast, the poor for whom you came. 

Through gifts of hope and healing, through loving ministry, 

May we reach out, inviting the world to “Come and see!” 

Words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

A Crèche available for pre-school aged children. 

News in the Pews 

 Next Sunday (26 January) we’ll gather to share our faith and worship at the usual time 
11.15am....however, before that we’ve the first 9.00am Wee Service of 2020.  Taking place 
in the hall, it’s half an hour of all-age worship for anyone and everyone who’d like to come 
along and share, and following it there will also be the chance to share some tea, coffee or 
juice before heading home. 


