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View from the Manse
My Dear Friends,
It’s another windy day outside. Even with the windows closed I can
hear it and it’s a sound that’s become all too familiar lately. It’s a sound
I used to like but as I get older, I find I like it less and less.
As I write parts of the United Kingdom are recovering from the third
storm in as many days. It began with Dudley, with Eunice coming hard
on its heels, and Franklin not far behind.
I’ve been reading up on how a storm gets its name. It seems that our
Met Office collaborates with the Met Eireann of Ireland and the Royal
Netherlands Meteorological Institute.
Apparently, they receive
thousands of suggestions each year and any one of us can send one
in. A list is then released ahead of each winter season, which runs from
early September to late August the following year and they simply work
through the list.
Of course, it’s the effect a storm has on people’s lives that matters, and
not just in terms of the damage it can do, but the way it can remind us
of our own vulnerability, such as I’m sure many have felt over the last
few days as they watched the weather forecast and worried about what
tomorrow might bring.
And that would be true of so many people and situations that I see
around me just now. We live in stormy, in turbulent times –
economically, culturally, politically, with so much insecurity and
uncertainty.
Just now there is the growing concern around Ukraine and what that
might mean for the world. There’s all the talk around a cost-of-living
crisis and how that will affect people but especially those on low or
fixed incomes. There’s the increasing tension felt in so many areas of
life, a sense of dis-ease and unease about the tone between those on
different sides of the debate, whatever that debate is about.

Continued on page 4
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View from the Manse (continued from page 3)
And we live in turbulent times in the Church as well, with many of the
same questions in our mind – what will our future be?
As congregations there are always challenges to face. How are we
going to balance the budget? Who will take on certain jobs and
responsibilities? What will the Presbytery’s Mission Plan – which you

can read more about in a letter from the Presbytery printed in this issue
of the Magazine – mean for us and our communities and where will it
take us? And, of course, for many of us, personally, the times are
turbulent: facing up to our frailties and vulnerabilities can be a painful
business
Jesus was asleep in the back of the boat. The problem – the boat was
caught up in one of the sudden squalls that hit the Sea of Galilee
regularly and some of the disciples were scared witless! “Save us! We’re
going to drown!” But they should have trusted Jesus more. He woke
up, calmed the storm and everything was fine again. “You of little faith,
why are you so afraid?” But fear was a quite natural reaction, given
their circumstances.

Lost for words is a state of mind in some of these situations. We’re put
on the spot by our friends: “Where is God in all of this?” and we find it
hard to answer that question. We struggle to articulate what we think
and believe about God, even for people who want to know the answers.
We struggle at times, even to put our concerns into the words of prayer,
so that we find it hard to tell God what we think and how we feel.
It’s clear to me: there are no easy answers to any of these turbulent
times. If anyone offers you pat answers, they neither understand the
reality of the world, nor the reality of God Himself.

Continued on page 5
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View from the Manse (continued from page 4)
One thing I will say: God’s relationship with the turbulent world in which
we live is shaped by the cross on which Jesus died. The Father watches
His Son suffer and die; the Son cries out in agony when He knows that God
has forsaken Him for a time; the world holds its breath, waiting for the
resurrection on Easter Sunday.
In a turbulent world, God knows what it feels like. Where is God? Right
here in the middle of our turbulent, confused, chaotic world, walking the
road alongside us, sharing our pain, helping us not be afraid. So, trust Him
more; He won’t let you down.
God Bless and Keep you in His love.

PS. Since finishing this letter the situation surrounding Ukraine and Russia
has escalated beyond a war of words to a war of violence. Tragically,
human beings seem to be all too inclined toward war, and we see it again
vividly and tragically unfolding in Ukraine now that Russia has begun its
anticipated invasion. We remember all in the wider community whose own
lives, or those of family and friends, are affected by these unfolding events.
May we join together to pray for an immediate end to this conflict, for a
restraint against domineering leadership, and a turn from war toward
peace and justice.
St Andrews Churches Eco Network
Online Lent study course
Living Water: an exploration of water in caring for God’s creation
Zoom meetings on Wednesday afternoons at 4pm:
9, 16, 23 and 30 March 2022
Lunch in North East Fife Community Hub:
12.30pm on Wednesday 6 April 2022
For the Zoom link please email rosalind@handrhine.org.uk
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Presbytery of Fife
SCO050563

The Basement, 1 Howard Place, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9HL
01334 461300
fife@churchofscotland.org.uk
Presbytery Clerk: Rev Dr David Coulter
Mission Director: Mr Neil Campbell
Moderator: Rev Jane Barron

Letter to all Ministers and Congregations in Fife Presbytery
Fife Presbytery Mission Plan Update – 31st January 2022
In the King James Version of the Bible, Proverbs 29:18 says: “Where
there is no vision, the people perish….” In the RSV it is translated:
“Where there is no prophecy…” while in the NIV it reads: “Where there
is no revelation, the people cast off restraint.” By the 31st December
2022 we as a Presbytery are mandated to deliver an approved
Presbytery Mission Plan that will reduce our number of ministries by
approx. 25% and determine the future of our buildings. To do so, we
all need to seek God’s guidance and to pray for revelation, prophecy
and vision.
For several months we have been in consultation and now, given the
time constraints, we need to begin to forge a vision for the future.
There is an ancient proverb that says: “Blessed is he who plants trees
under whose shade he will never sit.” It is understandable that some
ministers, ministry staff and congregations are apprehensive about
the future and what will happen to their church and ministry. Many
have continued to work hard to maintain the church for generations
to come.
Our people are devoted, committed, hardworking and faithful but
now we are asking too much from too few. As a new Presbytery we
have come together but we don’t really know one another and what
we can become. We have yet to discover that we can be greater
than the sum of our parts. In some places congregations are
dwindling; ageing and fearful about where the Kirk is going.
6

(continued on page 7)

Letter to all Ministers and Congregations in Fife Presbytery
(continued from page 6)
Elsewhere there are new shoots beginning to appear and new ways
of being and doing church beginning to emerge and evolve. Many of
our ministers are weary and Kirk Sessions are working hard to
support them, sustain the faithful, our buildings and our
Presbyterian heritage. We all want the Church of Scotland to be
living and active in our community and to endure; despite the fact
that our resources are being stretched and our infrastructure may no
longer be as fit for purpose as it once was. Deep down we know we
need to change, to make decisions and plan to future proof our
church, so that future generations will sit in the shade of the tree
that we have had the courage and the conviction to plant.
Our people are valued and we need to retain the faithful. We as a
Presbytery have come together to support one another, to help one
another as followers of Jesus and to be a force for good and a
catalyst for change across our communities. We need to deliver on
our promise to unburden ministers, elders and congregations and to
free them up for mission, vitality and growth. We need to be
prayerful and open to God speaking as we listen to him and seek his
will as we continue to evolve, change and deliver the plan. Our aim
is to enable ministers and congregations to fulfil their calling and to
realise mission that is sustainable.
Lastly, in thanking you for all that you have done and continue to do
for our church, we would ask you to pray for us, as together we seek
to discern God’s will for Fife Presbytery’s Mission Plan.
With all good wishes and every blessing,
Jane, Neil and David

Rev Jane Barron – Moderator
Mr Neil Campbell – Mission Director
Rev Dr David Coulter - Clerk
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The Church Family
We have recently welcomed the following
members into our Church Family:-

Robert, Lisbeth and Joanna Allison, who join us from Wormit Parish
Church.

Cameron and Karen Rae who join us from St Mark’s Parish Church
(formerly Hope Park & Martyrs).

Jane Gordon, Elaine Mundill and Lloyd McGuire, who join us by
Resolution of the Kirk Session.
Despite the restrictions which continue in place, we hope that they are
able to enjoy worship with us here in St Leonard’s.
Sadly, the cycle of life has meant that our Church Family has also lost:Miss Sandra Armitt
Mr Geoffrey Whitley
Dr Shirley Sunter
Mrs Georgina Sneddon
Professor George Forwell
Our thoughts and prayers go out to their family and friends at this
especially sad time.

Membership
At the end of December 2021, membership of St Leonard’s stood at 381,
down 10 from the beginning of the year. Membership of Cameron stood
at 88, down 2 from the beginning of the year.

Baptism at Cameron
Archie Paul, son of Laura and Alan Robertson on 6th February
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Dates for your Diary
St Leonard’s
6th March
29th March
10th April
17th April
1st May
3rd May
10th May
29th May

Communion
Kirk Session meet to approve Accounts - 7pm
Palm Sunday
Easter Sunday
Easter Evening Emmaus Service (tba)
Stated Annual Meeting
Action Group Coordination Meeting 7pm
Kirk Session Business Meeting 7pm
Communion

Cameron
10th April
14th April
17th April

Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday Service at 8pm
Easter Sunday

Ecumenical
15th April
17th April

Good Friday Walk of Witness 5pm (starting point tbc)
Dawn Service at St Mary’s on the Rock at 7am.

LUKE 24
Cleopas and his anonymous mate
strode all the way back
(we have to assume)
to find the Twelve sitting there
minus one.
“We recognized him at the breaking of bread”,
they said.
Two thousand or so years on I note

Blair H Smith

the same weekly miracle.
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PRAYER
Thanksgiving

From Prayers for the third Sunday in Lent, 2022 (Weekly Worship, Church
of Scotland website)
Rev Dr Grant Barclay (Glasgow Presbytery Clerk)
We are glad –
for a world being renewed
as the darkness of winter is replaced by the light of spring,
for relationships being restored
as families visit, friends meet up and colleagues collaborate face to face,
for lessons learned through pandemic
as communities are strengthened, neighbours talk
and distance is reduced through technology,
for humankind remembered by God
as grace and truth are shown in the Saviour's life.
We are glad –
that truth is more powerful than falsehood,
that love far outlasts indifference,
that hope is made new day by day,
that life triumphs over death and
that God is all in all.

Submitted by Marie Robinson
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English Reformed Church, Amsterdam
Did you know there is a Church of Scotland congregation in Amsterdam?
Somewhat confusingly, perhaps, it is called the English Reformed Church.
Let me explain.
The congregation was formed in the early 17th century (1607) in the
years after the Reformation to provide a place of worship for the Englishspeaking protestants of the Low Countries.
Prior to that the 14th century building had been a place of worship for
the Beguines, a lay community of Roman Catholic women, typically
teachers and nurses, who lived in the courtyard around the church.
Similar Begijnhofs are found elsewhere in the Netherlands and Belgium.
Today the Amsterdam Begijnhof is home to 104 women, many of whom
are members of the congregation, and is governed by a charitable trust.
The church building stands in the
middle of this enclosed courtyard
and the connection with the Church
of Scotland stems from the fact that
many of the English-speaking
protestants in the early 17th
century were traders, merchants or
seafarers from the east coast of
Scotland.
Margaret and I have just returned
from three months living and
working in Amsterdam where I was
locum at the ERC.
As I discovered the congregation is very international with members who
came originally from Africa (especially Ghana, and the Cameroons), from
Asia (especially Indonesia, the Philippines and Japan) and from the
Americas (USA , Canada, Mexico & Jamaica).
11 (continued on page 12)

English Reformed Church, Amsterdam (continued from page 11)
Indeed, while I was there, I welcomed as new
members a family from Brazil and baptised a
baby whose parents came originally from
Ghana and who are now active members of the
ERC.
And glad to say there are one or two Scots as
well.
Under the leadership of the present organist,
Richard Zook, an American Methodist, the congregation enjoys a superb
musical tradition and an excellent robed
choir.
And because of its good acoustic, the
church is also a very popular concert venue
and there is an extensive concert
programme throughout the year.
As Margaret and I discovered, with its
wonderful museums, excellent cafes and
restaurants, easy to use public transport
system of trams and buses, and picturesque
canals, Amsterdam is a wonderful city.
And set in the ancient Begijnhof, in the heart of the city, you will find a
very warm welcome on a Sunday morning (10.30am) at the English
Reformed Church.
Yet don’t just take my word for it – the lay preacher turned artist, Vincent
van Gogh, worshipped there and here is what he had to say about it:
“Tomorrow morning, I am going the English Church; it lies there so
peaceful in the evening in that silent Begijnhof among the thorn hedges,
and seems to say: In loco isto dabo pacem – in this place I shall give
peace, says the Lord. Amen, so be it”.
Russell Barr
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THE TOOL SHED
I thought it was time to update you all on our collection of
tools and sewing machines for the Ecology Centre in Kinghorn. Many
different kinds of tools are still trickling into our garage – gardening tools,
DIY tools, upholstery tools and many I have no clue about. Fortunately,
Lee Brown, the Tool Shed Officer, knows exactly what they are and how
they can be refurbished and used again. Many people suffering from
dementia help him with that job and it is done to a very high standard,
using little, or no, electricity. They go through tons of sandpaper!
Lee told me recently that a consignment of tools, plus twenty-one sewing
machines, will leave in March on its journey via Edinburgh and
Southampton Docks to Malawi. That consignment will include tools and
machines from Cameron and St. Leonard’s. It is so good to know that
things we no longer have a use for, can go on to give great service in
disadvantaged parts of the world.
Please keep searching in your sheds and lofts for any tools or sewing
machines you no longer want. Machines can be hand, treadle or electric.
Some will be refurbished and used locally; the majority go abroad. If you
have difficulty getting things out of their hiding places, please let me
know and I will tell Hamish that he is happy to do the job for you. We are
happy to come and collect items when you are ready to part with them.
Just give me a ring – 01334 478867. Just ask for Steptoe!
I also have a home for educational books of all levels from primary school
to university, novels and children’s books which are still in good
condition. DVDs, CDs, printer ink cartridges, old mobile phones, foreign
and old coins are also wanted. Apart from the books, the other items will
be sold, with money raised going to charities both in the UK and abroad.
The books go to a charity called Books Abroad, based in Aberdeenshire.
They are carefully selected and sent to appropriate schools and
universities in Africa, the Caribbean and some parts of Europe.
I hope this has given you all another good reason to start spring
cleaning. Happy hunting!
Anne Tait
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DESERT ISLAND DISCS by Vic Broad
When Isobel asked me some time ago if I would be willing to contribute
for this I quickly agreed. I did not realise how difficult it would be and
that the deadline for my article would be upon me sooner than I realised.
When Graeme announces deadlines for any magazine articles, he jokingly
says that this means up to midnight on the deadline date. As I type, I am
looking at this hour rapidly approaching.
So, I have to come up with eight musical items, a book and a luxury
item. In respect of the musical items, I think I have an eclectic musical
taste and found this very difficult. What music appeals to me varies
considerably depending on my mood. Some might find some or all of my
choices strange and there might be some items you might never have
heard of. Over then to google or Spotify.
MUSICAL ITEMS
My first is the hymn Who Would True Valour See. I first encountered
this as a six-year-old primary school pupil in Edinburgh at morning
assembly. This was a favourite of the headmaster, and a recording was
played many times. I came to like the hymn and still do. The tune is
Monks Gate and the words John Bunyan. I like the words in the last verse
“He knows he at the end shall life inherit.”
The second is a rock/pop tune by a Christian Rock Band from the 1980s
called After The Fire and the song is Pilgrim. It is a modern take on
Pilgrim’s Progress. I first encountered this music as a teenager at a
concert in Strathclyde University student union. I remember being
surprised at seeing a Church of Scotland minister thoroughly enjoying
himself at the event. I enjoy the words and the music. The words I
particularly like are part of a repeated refrain “Open the gates of the city
wide, Welcome home pilgrim - come inside.”

Continued on page 15
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Desert Island Discs (continued from page 14)
The third again is as a result of morning assembly. This is
In the Hall of the Mountain King by Greig. I just love the music
and the rising expectation it seems to convey.
The fourth is again from morning assembly and Greig. This time
Morning. Again, for me it creates a rising sense of expectation.
The fifth is Candle in The Wind by Elton John. I have enjoyed the
music of Elton John since I was a teenager. I find solace in this music.
Sixth comes from Moishes Bagel, a contemporary folk group focussing
on Jewish Klezmer music. If you have not heard of this group, you may
have heard of one of their brilliant musicians from classical concerts Greg Lawson, who is a fantastic violinist. Margaret and I have been to a
number of their concerts. Their music is exuberant and at times
melancholy, but I find it uplifting. The tune I would select is
Bageliser/Behusher Chosid
Seventh is the Verdi Requiem. I find this moving and inspiring.
Finally for my eighth item I would select The Four Seasons by Vivaldi
but a recomposed version by Max Richter. When Margaret and I were
on a tour of the Albert Hall a number of years ago this coincided with a
rehearsal for an upcoming concert of this music. I found the music
immediately spoke to me in a new and inspiring way.
I have so many musical items that I cannot include. I am not sure how
I would survive with a very limited selection of musical items.
For a book I think I would have to choose Pilgrim’s Progress by John
Bunyan.
Finally for my life on a desert island for a luxury item I would like a case
of Chilean red wine - ideally Carménère.

Vic Broad
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Guild News
The Guild has been on a rollercoaster ride since the beginning
of the programme in 2022. Our first meeting on 13th January
was cancelled due to ongoing Covid restrictions as was the
Taste of Burns meeting on the 27th January. Then the rescheduled
meeting on the 3rd February was cancelled due to some of the
participants’ suffering from the Covid virus. Happily, it was all worth
waiting for as we met February 17th and there was a good turnout of
congregation, friends and Guild members. We are so lucky to have
George McIntosh who answered the Guild’s request to come and
entertain us in these difficult times. He did this with the Immortal
Memory in inimitable fashion.
Through his contacts with the Burns Competition for schools George
brought along Carly to address the Haggis which she did without skipping
a word. Amazing! Jamie her brother is a very talented piper who played
with great poise. Excellent! He will go places. It is so good to see that the
Burns heritage is in good hands for the future with these two young folk.
Praise must go to their Mum for her encouragement.
The final guest was Billy Anderson who is known by all locals and much
further afield. Billy can readily play wonderful familiar tunes on request.
He mixes his music with a few jokes and stories of some of his journeys
to far flung places. Thanks to him. Of course, last but not least we must
thank Margaret Tulloch for being our Poosie Nancy. We ended the
meeting with “Auld Lang Syne” before tea and shortbread provided by
Evelyn and Annabel.
On the 10th February we had a Speaker from the Vine Trust which is one
of the Guild Projects, telling us of their work on building the Village of
Hope, Kazunzu, Tanzania. A multipurpose building called the Community
Hub will be the focal point of the village for the first eight families
occupying the completed homes and for future families as further homes
are constructed. Each family is thoroughly vetted by an independent
panel so there is no favouritism.
Continued on page 17
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Guild News (continued from page 16)
Sixteen guardian parents, along with their own children and 37 orphaned
children from the islands or lake zone make up the almost 60 residents
now living in Kazunzu. It is wonderful heart-warming work achieved by
dedicated people. It was very humbling for those of us who can only
support them by our money and prayers.
Our meeting on Thursday 24th February, the speaker was Dakers Fleming
assisted by his wife Pat who told us of his interest in Lighthouses. He
went through the construction of the Bell Rock Lighthouse which was
built and designed by Robert Stevenson between 1807 and 1810 and
stands 35 metres. The base is only 12” deep jammed into the rocks
underneath. All the stones were shaped and fitted in a yard in Arbroath
then shipped out to the Rock ready to be built as planned. The net cost
was £61,000. On 1st February 1811 the lanterns were lit for the first time.
The Lighthouse’s masonry work was of such a high standard it has not
been replaced in over 200 years! It was a fascinating story with lots more
to discover. We appreciate Dakers and Pat so readily to agreeing to
support the Guild in what has been a difficult year when planning our
syllabus.
On March 10th at 2pm (NB change of TIME since the last magazine)
the Swilcan Singers, conductor Joyce McIver, will come and sing a variety
of their favourite songs. All are welcome to support the Guild and get a
large turnout for the concert. There will be the opportunity to make a
small donation to Chest, Stroke and Heart Scotland.
On Thursday 24th March at 2pm (NB change of DAY and TIME) we
will hold our Spring sale and Afternoon tea (if restrictions allow).
March 31st at 2pm is our AGM. More news to follow
April/May outing to be discussed

Mima Clark

Stamps
Thank you for all the good work saving your stamps over Christmas, New
Year and beyond. Please carry on into Spring and Summer. Liz Thirkell
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Trade Justice meets Climate Justice at St
Leonard’s and Cameron
We are very pleased that with the lifting of restrictions and
coffee being served again after the St Leonard’s Sunday service we have
re-opened the Fair Trade stall. While we have not been able to run the
stall during the pandemic many of you have continued to buy goods from
us and many thanks for that. Supporting small holder farmers and small
businesses in the developing world is an important part of our response
to the global climate emergency.
The people who we support by buying from the stall are many of those
that are most deeply affected by changing weather patterns because of
where they live on the planet and because they do not have the funds to
make life easier. They are also the people with some of the lowest carbon
footprints in our world, and it is cruelly unjust that despite it being us in
the developed world who have caused this emergency they are the first
to suffer its consequences. Although buying a bar of chocolate or a bag
of rice may seem a tiny action, it is never futile and is a real response to
injustice, something as Christians we are called to do.
We have all the old
favourites on the stall
including chocolates,
biscuits, teas and coffees,
dried fruit, brown and
white rice, jams, sauces
and nuts. We also have
some exciting new
flavours to try such as
lime pickle (Jane Smith
says it is the best she has
ever tasted and she is an
expert) from Eswatini, mango chutney from Kenya and sea salt from
South Africa. Also from South Africa, we have a new tomato sauce.
18
(continued on page 19)

Trade Justice meets Climate Justice at St Leonard’s and Cameron
(continued from page 18)
You may have read about issues with the dreadful abuse of tomato
pickers in southern Europe, well now you can be reassured that if you
want a fresh tasting tomato sauce to put on your chips or in your
cooking, it is available from a World Fair Trade certified producer and it
tastes really good.
Come, browse, and buy. Both real money and debit/credit cards are
accepted and the stall is open every Sunday at St Leonards just after
worship. Orders for Cameron folk can also be taken. Please let Marie
Robinson know what you would like. In addition, you can shop/browse
on-line at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk and www.jts.co.uk.

Mary Popple
- - -O- - -

From the St Leonard’s Justice and Peace Action Group
People are becoming increasingly conscious of the impact they have on
the planet and are making changes to how they live to reduce their
environmental impact. For the next edition of the magazine, we would
be interested to know what changes readers have made. Sharing these
could give all of us new ideas on how we might make a
difference. Nothing is too small or wacky! And contributions can be
anonymous if you prefer!
For example:

Take used batteries to Morrisons or Aldi’s for recycling
Use a shampoo bar to reduce use of plastic
Maureen Jack
Please send in your ideas for the next edition of the magazine.
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North East Fife Community Hub
Open Monday - Friday 9 - 4.30
WEEKLY HUB ACTIVITIES
MONDAYS
10.00 – 12.00 Let’s Chat

11.00 - At the Botanics - Health walk with Parish Nurse Cath Carter (all
abilities catered for, we will even push a chair if needed so you can enjoy
company and the outdoors)
12.30 – 2.30 Lunch
12.15 – 2.30 Post Office
1.15 - 2.15 Hubbub Singing Group with Meri Goad (no musical ability or
experience needed, just enthusiasm for singing for fun!)
TUESDAYS
11.00 - 1.00 Storehouse & Clothesline
1.00 - 2.30 Arts and Crafts with Georgiana and Knitting with Kate
Football Memories 2.30 – 4pm (fortnightly)
WEDNESDAYS
9.15 - 11.15 am Cooking Class
12.00 Lunch Club
1. 00 Armchair exercises with Parish Nurse Cath Carter

Continued on page 21
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North East Fife Community Hub (continued from page 20)
THURSDAYS
11.00 - 1.00 Storehouse & Clothesline
1.00 - 3.00 Post Office
Dominoes or Triominos (Triangle dominos)
come and join in, no experience needed
1.15 - 2.15 Dementia Sensory Group (referral only)
FRIDAYS
10.00 am – 12 pm Hub Sewing Bees with Pam Brunt (repairs are done for
a donation and teaching is available so that you can sew and repair your
own items)
Pilgrim Care Chow & Chat 12.00 – 2.00pm (alternate weeks)
Pilgrim Care Health Walk 1.00pm onwards (alternate weeks)
- - -O- - -

Church Transport
As COVID-19 restrictions have now eased we have been able to restart
our “Transport to Church” scheme.
We are currently operating with a small team of volunteers. Ideally, and
with enough drivers, the commitment involves choosing one Sunday
every six weeks when you would drive someone to and from church.
If this is something you think you could help with, please contact me,
by text – 07527719790
by email – jackimac00@hotmail.com
by telephone – 01334 478531
Thank you.

Jackie Mackenzie
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The Font at St Michael’s and All Angels, Blantyre, Malawi
You may recall in a previous issue we reported that the font at
St Michael’s and All Angels, Blantyre, Malawi was donated by St Leonard’s
in 1892. We also reported that David Aitken, a member of St Leonard’s
was baptised at St Michael’s and All Angels. Via its facebook page, the
Church of Scotland has sent out an appeal for further information on how
the font came to be presented. To complete the picture here for us,
David has kindly given his permission to print this photograph of his
family on the day of his christening in November 1940.

The photograph was taken in the family’s garden in Blantyre with David’s
father, Hugh, holding his sister Helen and his mother, Amy, holding
David. David’s siblings in front are Margaret, George and Ena (l-r).
David has no real memories of life in Malawi and the family left Blantyre
in 1944 for Northern Rhodesia where they stayed until they travelled
home to Scotland 1946.
David’s father Hugh was a missionary in Kenya (Tumutumu) from 1926
and worked teaching building techniques, designing and subsequently
building schools, hospital, homes and a church. After the Church of
Scotland passed the teaching over to the Government in 1936, he
transferred to Blantyre to undertake similar work for the Church of
Scotland.
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Dr Shirley
On my arrival to St Andrews in July 2002, Shirley met me at the doorstep
with a beautiful posy of colourful flowers. At the time I was grieving for
the loss of my wife. In that moment I felt I could belong to a living
Church and became a member of St Leonard’s. Shirley’s expression of
faith in action was shown in her commitment to the Guild, forming a
strong fellowship which she led for many years as President.
The calamitous and sudden loss of her husband Bill meant he never lived
in the house they bought as a place to spend the rest of their lives
together. This was a shattering blow. Her own experience, her hard
upbringing and her concern for others who had endured similar tragedies,
gave her the strength to rebuild a different home from what they
planned. As strangers found, the ice was soon broken by her hostess
skills and understanding was accompanied by mutual laughter.
Her hospitality skills were demonstrated as the annual last house of call
of the carol singers - mince pies, carrot cake, coffee cake plus alcohol
free drink and coffee warmed the cockles of our hearts.
Shirley was a good neighbour to Sheila and me and kindly undertook
keeping a watch on our home when we were away and holding the key.
I was always welcomed to “come in for a crack” including watching the
antics of the “doggies” and discussing our different views on the tangles
of Church of Scotland matters, and always ending with a chuckle at the
vagaries of human life and without frankly saying so, I suspect: “she
loved animals more than the madding crowd”!
Her endurance and her independence ensured she never lost faith in her
doctors. Despite many operations and pain, she never gave up walking
her “doggies” and driving the car to church with such stoicism
We wish friends and relatives of Shirley God’s strength in the days ahead,
with the joy from moments and memories to succour memories we had
through life and influence of Shirley.
Ian Black
23

Scottish Gaelic in a familiar setting
I was recently on a course to promote the use of Scottish Gaelic in a
range of settings. Like many others I was under the misapprehension
that Gaelic never really belonged in this part of Scotland, and it was
interesting to find out there is still evidence of its widespread use until it
was banned in the 17th century!
My own ability to speak Gàidhlig is limited, but through Duolingo lessons
online, I am chipping away at it, and should you want to know how to
say, " Iain is not wearing underpants" or "I like haggis, neeps and
tatties", I can help there!
In the meantime, I thought you might enjoy trying to decode the
following very familiar prayer. Clue - Athair = Father
Ar n-Athair a tha air nèamh,
Gu naomhaichear d'ainm.
Trigged do rìoghachd.
Dèanar do thoil air an talamh,
mar a nìthear air nèamh.
Tabhair dhuinn an-diugh ar n-aran làitheil.
Agus maith dhuinn ar fiachan,
amhail a mhaitheas sinne dar luchd-fiach.
Agus na leig ann am buaireadh sinn;
ach saor sinn o olc:
oir is leatsa an rìoghachd,
agus an cumhachd,
agus a' glòir,
gu sìorraidh.
Amen

Jane Harrison Smith
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This is the last magazine before Easter and time to
remember “Bearing the human likeness, revealed in human shape, he
humbled himself, and in obedience accepted even death – death on a
cross. Therefore, God raised him to the heights and bestowed on him the
name above all names that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow
– in heaven, on earth and in the depths – and every tongue confess
“Jesus, Christ is Lord,” to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2: 811. N.E.B.)
Many thanks to all who contributed to the Christmas Appeal retiring
collection. In his letter of thanks, John Lamb, Fundraising Manager writes:

Impossible Choices. Not anymore
Mums on the frontline of the climate change crisis face impossible choices
every day. But your decision to give to Christian Aid this Christmas has
the power to help mums transform their own lives.
Adut was one mum forced to make an impossible choice. She had to
give her children dirty water. She knew it was not safe, but she had no
choice. Not anymore. Thanks to the kindness of supporters like you,
Adut now has access to a borehole near her home. That means clean
water for her children to drink and peace of mind for a loving mum.
Your love this Christmas could help families in South Sudan and around
the world stand strong with more boreholes, farming tools and seeds,
and the chance to set up a small business. With your love, mums like
Adut may no longer have to make such impossible choices.
Thank you so much for your love and solidarity to help support families in
poverty who need it the most.
PS, Please visit “caid.org.uk/christmasthanks” to see a special thank you
video”
Christian Aid Week this year is from Sunday 15th to Saturday 21st May.
Zimbabwe is the special focus. If you have not helped before, why not
ring me on 01334-474872 or email g.black39@hotmail.co.uk?

George Black
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FLOWERS
Decorating St Leonard’s for Easter
We shall be decorating St Leonard’s church for Easter on Friday 15th
April at 10.00 am when donations of daffodils or yellow and white
flowers with suitable greenery, will be most welcome. As usual, as
much help as possible will be required, so please come along and
lend a hand.
Thank you,

Elaine Douglas

A Christmas Thank You
I should just like to thank all those who donated greenery to
decorate the Church for Christmas and an extra special thank you to
all who came and helped with putting together the decorations,
especially the student, Tom, who helped to swell the numbers.
Many people remarked on how nice the sanctuary was looking which
makes all the effort worthwhile.
As many of you will know, Elaine Douglas has very kindly agreed to
take over as Flower Convenor so I should like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone for the support I have received during my tenure
and I am sure you will show the same support to Elaine.
Heather Cormack

STOREHOUSE - Items Needed:
Tinned meat (e.g. meat in sauce, corned beef, hot dogs)
UHT milk
Cereal
Instant Coffee,
Laundry detergent
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The Sense of a Goose
When you see geese on their annual migrations flying
in a "V" formation, you might consider what science
has discovered as to why they fly that way. As each
bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following.
By flying in a "V" formation, the whole flock adds at least 71 percent
greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own.

People who share a common direction and sense of community can get
where they are going more quickly and easily, because they are travelling
on the thrust of one another.
When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and
resistance of trying to go it alone and quickly gets back into formation to
take advantage of the lifting power of the bird in front.

If we have the sense of a goose, we will stay in formation with those
people who are heading the same way we are.
When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back in the wing and another
goose flies point.

It is sensible to take turns doing demanding jobs, whether with people or
with geese flying south.
Geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their
speed.

What message do we give when we honk from behind?
Finally - and this is important - when a goose gets sick or injured and
falls out of the formation, two other geese fall out with that goose and
follow it down to lend help and protection. They stay with the fallen
goose until it is able to fly or until it dies; and only then do they launch
out on their own or with another formation to catch up with their own
group.

If we have the sense of a goose, we will stand by each other like that.
(from Parish Window – Author not Known)
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